We can fly! Taea e matou te rere!

Week 2 Term 1 2021
Kia ora!
We hope that everyone has survived their first week of term. It’s been so lovely to have
everyone back and to hear what they got up to over the summer break. We are so
fortunate to be able to get out and about and enjoy our
beautiful city and country.
It was a lovely way to start the year getting to meet you all at
the parent/teacher conferences and to give you and your
child a chance to familiarise yourself with our learning
space before term started. Please feel free to come
through anytime to see what and how the students are
learning in the Moa Syndicate.
The Mighty Moa team
The teaching team in the Moa are Kurt Norton, Kathryn
Harris, Jess Twidle and Jo Wheeler. While we have our own
whanau classes who we are ultimately responsible for, we
teach as a team and your child will get the benefit of
learning from all of us. We are also lucky to have Mary
Urquhart-Hay teaching art on a Thursday afternoon in the
Moa and also to have support for some of our students
through the week from Julia Braakhuis, Mel Beirne and Lara
Connolly.

As well as welcoming back all of our returning Brooklyn School students, we would also
like to extend a warm welcome to our two new students and their whanau; Ramses Ruiz
and Olive Connon.
We are really enjoying being in our new learning space and are definitely making the
most of being able to spend time outside while Wellington is providing us with some
good weather.

Our Learning in Term 1:
Our main focus this term is called “Timeless Tāonga”. This is a great way for your child to
express what is precious and important to them and also what is precious and unique about
them. We will be beginning by learning more about our students, then looking into the
tāonga that our community provides, then more broadly into learning about our country and
then into how we fit into a wider world context. We would love to invite you in to share any
special celebrations, traditions or stories relating to your own cultures later in the term. If you
are interested in doing so, please contact your child’s whanau teacher. We will be inviting
you all in to view a presentation of our tāonga at the end of the term so watch this space.
Maths - This term we will begin the term learning about time, scheduling, timetables and
conversions. This is being taught through a project where the students have to plan their own
overseas trip working with timezones, flight times and also tying in budgeting and currency
conversion which leads into our second maths unit of addition and subtraction strategies.
Reading - We will be reading class books this term and using these shared stories to develop
an understanding of the students comprehension level through questions, interpretations
and activities.
Writing - We will have a main focus on creative writing this term as we tie it into our inquiry.
There will also be some report writing techniques taught as we learn more about the diversity
within our syndicate.
Te Reo - We will continue with our Moa Kapa Haka from previous years and will also be
focusing on the tikanga and vocabulary related to whānau and marae.

Languages - We will continue learning the student’s chosen languages of Spanish, German,
French and NZ Sign Language.
PE and Health - This term our PE sessions begin with cooperative game design where the
students have to think about the space and equipment that they have available to them at
school and what games could be created or adapted for our ever-changing space. As the
double courts become available to us, we will be moving into more small ball skills and sports
such as cricket, tennis and rounders that require these skills.
We also have school athletics on this term (March 19th) so will be using our syndicate sport
time to work on the disciplines required for this.
PAT testing
At the beginning of the year, it can be helpful for us to gather some baseline information
through standardised testing.
We will be doing our PAT testing next week for reading comprehension, science knowledge
and maths.
We use the information from PAT’s to recognise syndicate strengths and needs rather than a
way of defining an individual child’s learning capabilities. Some students find testing quite
stressful, so please let us know if this is the case for your child so that we can support and
reassure them at school.
Trips
As you will see in the “important dates” section below, there are a few trips on this term. We
will be sending out a google form as permission for this and to ask if you are able to come
along as a parent help. We are currently still trying to lock in a stay at a local marae, so will let
you know if this is a possibility as soon as we are able to.
We are really looking forward to having a great term with your children.
As always, please be in touch with any of us if you have any questions.
Regards,
Jo, Kathryn, Kurt and Jess

Important Dates for Moa...
●

Tuesday 16th February
Tech at Mount Cook
starts

●

Thursday 4th March
Trip to Te Papa and the
City & Sea Museum

●

●

Thursday 11th March
School picnic day

●

Monday 5th April
Easter Monday

●

Friday 19th March
School athletics - Newtown
Park

●

Tuesday 6th April
Easter Tuesday

●
●

Thursday 1st April
Teacher Only Day

Thursday 8th April
Futsal tournament (for those
involved)

●

Friday 2nd April
Good Friday

●

Friday 16th April
Carterton Sports Exchange

Friday 5th March
Southern Walkway

Moa Extras!
Tech
Tech will continue this term at Mt
Cook School each Tuesday.
Year 7s need to be at school at 8.30
for the roll ready to leave at 8.40.
They then return to school at 10.40
Year 8s leave school at 10.30 and
return at 12.30
They take part in cooking, sewing,
woodwork, electronics and movie
making.

FIT

ME time

We begin our day with Flexible
Independent Time (FIT). During this
time students can use our ‘check in’
station to indicate how they are
feeling about the day, check their
timetable for what workshops they
will be in during the day, do any
duties that they may have and work
on any unfinished work or set
activities. FIT goes until 9.15 and
means that we can get all of the
extra, admin things done so that we
can start our day together.

This year we have introduced ME
time into our programme. These are
mini electives - hence the name ME where the students have 4 options
that they can choose from
depending on their interest. These
are on a Thursday afternoon and
the activities will change each term.
This term the students have the
option of creative writing, art, coding
and construction.

Projected costs for the term
Te Papa and City & Sea Museum
Southern Walkway
School Picnic
School athletics
Carterton Sports

$5
$5
$10 (TBC)
$5
$8

