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Kia ora koutou Moa whanau!
We hope that everyone has enjoyed their first week of term. It’s been so lovely to have
everyone back and to hear what they got up to over the summer break. We are so
fortunate to be able to get out and about and enjoy our beautiful city and country, and it
was great to get some beautiful Wellington weather this year.
It was a lovely way to start the year getting to meet our new families at the parent/teacher
conferences and to give you and your child a chance to familiarise yourself with our
learning space before term started. While we would have loved to have had you all able to
come in, hopefully we will get to see more of you as the year progresses and if things settle
down (a big fingers crossed here!)
It’s fantastic having everyone back but we would love to extend a very warm welcome to
new families - and a couple of returning families - this year; Meimei Taumata, Daisy
Williams, Gabby Kwok, Luke Poulton and Moritz Schwind.
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We have begun the year with team challenges involving physical challenges, literacy quizzes,
technology challenges and maths challenges. This has been a great way for our kids to mix and
mingle a bit outside of their immediate friendship groups.

The Mighty Moa team
This year we keep the same Moa teaching team as we have for the past 3 years; Jo Wheeler, Kurt
Norton, Kathryn Harris and Jess Twidle. On a Thursday, Mary Urquhart-Hay will be teaching in our
syndicate to release the teachers and to share her wealth of knowledge with yoga and art.
We are also very lucky to be supported in our daily learning by; Julia Braakhuis, Lara Connolly, Mel
Beirne, Sofia and Bridget. The kids won’t be able to escape us!
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Reminders
Sunhats

Term 1 is a sunhat term. Please ensure that
your child is bringing a sunhat to school with
them every day. We also provide sunblock
for them to use.

Tech

A reminder that Year 7s need to be at the
school by 8:30am on Tuesdays (beginning on
Tuesday 15th) to get the roll done and to be
ready for the bus by 8:40am.

Keeping safe

The kids have been amazing at adapting to
working inside with masks on! We are so
fortunate to have the outside learning space
as well where they can take masks off too.
While it would be lovely to catch up with you
all, we ask that at the moment you don’t drop
your child at the school gate and pick them
up from there - not the classroom.

Our learning in Term 1
As this is such a long first term, we have two inquiry units that we will be focusing on. The first is
“We’re all in the together” which looks into how each individual makes up part of a community. We
will be exploring the communities that we are part of including Moa, Brooklyn School, Online,
Wellington and New Zealand as part of this. This helps to establish our understanding and use of
the values, and what we look for in an inviting and safe community - no matter what sort of
community that is. It also gives our students that chance to look really positively at themselves and
the great things that they have to offer - their strengths, their unique personalities, their talents and
their inquisitive minds. This will also lead to the way that we work together as team members and
cabin members when we are away at camp so that everyone feels safe, supported and able to get
the most out of our time away.
After camp, we will be looking into a more geography based inquiry where we learn a bit more
about the beautiful country that we are so lucky to live in. We will be focussing on NZ history later in
the year, so this will be a way of learning more about the different places we have and getting a
general idea of where places are in NZ and a little bit about NZ in relation to the rest of the world
around us. After hearing about some of the amazing summer holidays people have had, I think the
kids will be teaching us a thing or two.
While we can’t have parents in at the moment, we would LOVE to have anyone share their
knowledge and expertise in NZ geography, so if you are keen and would like to send through
any information, stories, experiences - that would be fantastic.
Just email jo.wheeler@brooklynprimary.school.nz
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Maths
We are beginning the term with “camp maths”. This uses a variety of maths skills and knowledge
and is applied to a camp setting e.g using addition, subtraction and multiplication with decimals to
work out budgets, calculating distances covered, using measurement to create scale maps etc.
Following this we will have a focus on addition and subtraction knowledge and strategies - this also
extends into decimals and integers.

Reading
We begin the year with our class books as our reading focus. The teacher will read and there will
be a variety of weekly follow up work based on grammar, vocabulary, comprehension and
evaluating texts. As the students themselves aren’t reading the text we highly encourage them to
continue to read in their own time at school and at home. We have 3 silent reading sessions and a
library session each week on top of our class bookwork.

Writing
Writing begins with a mixed range of genres to give the students the opportunity to use writing in
different ways to ensure that everyone is able to write in a style they consider their strength and
also to broaden their knowledge of writing styles.
After camp, we will move more into reporting where we learn about the ways that our writing is
structured when creating reports and also look into the different ways that reports can be delivered
through podcasts, news bulletins, newspaper articles etc.
As part of our writing programme, students attend workshops based on their goals to help support
their general writing abilities. They will be using seesaw to reflect on these as our more structured
programme begins.

Te Reo
We begin and end each day with an opening and closing karakia and use as many daily phrases,
questions, instructions as we can in Te Reo.
Our learning focus for the students is to begin with different phrases that they can use in a daily
context at school, at home and socially. When our inquiry changes to a geography focus we will
also change our Te Reo focus to one based around the names of different landmarks and places,
and to use some description to go with this.

Languages
Each year in the Moa syndicate we offer four additional languages; German, NZSL, Spanish and
French. The students choose one for the first two terms and then select a new language for terms
3 and 4.

PE and Health
This term our PE sessions begin some training towards our athletics disciplines; running, jumping
and throwing. We will also be looking at how to play and develop our own cooperative games
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which involve looking at how we can maximise participation and enjoyment from team games and
how to think critically about game scoring systems, equipment and spaces.
We finish the term looking into the summer sports of teeball, cricket and tennis.
For health this term, it will be a general look into how we are supportive people and we look after
our own and others social and emotional wellbeing. This will have a strong focus towards camp for
this and also our school value of whanaungatanga (belonging) and how we include others and look
after our Moa whanau. We will also have a brief look at hygiene practices as no one wants to share
a cabin with smelly socks and B.O!

Important Dates in Term 1

(Please note these dates may change, check the school calendar for up to date details)
Friday 18th February

Southern Walkway

Friday 25th February

Botanic Gardens Rogaine

7th -11th March

TEAPOT VALLEY CAMP!!!!

Monday 21st March

School Athletics

Friday 25th March

School closed for Staff Only Day

Approximate costs for Term 1
Teapot Valley camp

$410.00

Southern Walkway bus

$6.00

Rogaine bus

$4.00
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Moa extras
Tech
Tech will continue this term at Mt Cook School each Tuesday.
Year 7s need to be at school at 8:30am for the roll ready to leave at 8:40am.
They then return to school at 10:40am.
Year 8s leave school at 10:30am and return at 12:30pm.
They take part in cooking, sewing, woodwork, electronics and movie making.
The cost for the year of Tech is $100 which is added to your school account.

FIT
We begin our day with Flexible Independent Time (FIT). During this time students can use our
‘check in’ station to indicate how they are feeling about the day, check their timetable for what
workshops they will be in during the day, do any duties that they may have and work on any
unfinished work or set activities. FIT goes until 9:15am and means that we can get all of the extra,
admin things done so that we can start our day together. This does not mean that school starts at
9.15. FIT is a really important part of our day.

Duties
The Moa Syndicate helps out with extra jobs and duties around school. One of these is road patrol.
It is really important that your child knows when they are on cross duty and is there on time, or finds
a replacement with plenty of notice if they know they can’t make it.
Crossing duty times are
8:30am – 8:55am
2:55pm – 3:15pm
We are really looking forward to having a great term with your children. As always, please be in
touch with any of us if you have any questions.
Regards,
Kurt, Kathryn, Jo and Jess
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Moa Contact Details

Office

Jo Wheeler
(Syndicate Leader)

jo.wheeler@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Kathryn Harris

kathryn.harris@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Jess Twidle

jess.twidle@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Kurt Norton

kurt.norton@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Fee Lowndes

office@brooklynprimary.school.nz
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