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Nau mai haere mai — welcome back for 2022

Welcome to Team Kiwi 2022. We are excited to come together to begin another
wonderful year at school. We have a fantastic team of kaiako who are committed
to supporting the tamariki to reach their potential as Year 3 and 4 learners. They
are: Hannah Steel, Merata Hay-Newnham, Kate Jackson and Anita Patel. Hannah
and Merata will teach collaboratively together in the north side of the block and
this space is called Kiwi Pukupuku (North Island Little Spotted Kiwi). Kate and
Anita will teach collaboratively in the south side of the block and this space is
called Roroa (South Island Great Spotted Kiwi).
We are looking forward to a wonderful term of learning together.
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A bit about us…

Pictured above: Merata, Hannah, Anita and Kate at the Oruaiti Reserve. On our Teacher Only
Day, we learned more about the Māori history surrounding the Wellington area. We explored
the Pou situated in different areas - we will integrate this new knowledge into our learning
this year.

Hannah Steel (Kiwi Team Leader) - hannah.steel@brooklynprimary.school.nz
Kia ora koutou. I have loved being part of the Brooklyn School community for the
past ten years. I am passionate about collaborative teaching and learning; we are
so lucky to have these amazing spaces,teachers and keen tamariki. I am
passionate about culture and understanding more about people. I am excited
about developing STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and maths)
teaching and learning into the classroom. I love to make learning fun and see
children thrive!
I am a lover of all things nature and love walking the tracks around Wellington,
listening to bird song and also being in my garden. I really enjoy visiting art
galleries and have loved seeing the Rita Angus exhibition.
I’m looking forward to getting to know you all.

Merata Hay-Newnham - merata.hay-newnham@brooklynprimary.school.nz
Kia ora! This will be my second year teaching at Brooklyn School, and I can't wait
to get started into 2022. After an awesome first year here, I have absolutely loved
being part of this supportive and caring community. I grew up in England and
moved to New Zealand 12 years ago with my whānau to be closer to my
grandparents. Wellington is now my home, and I live locally with some good
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friends and my cat, Sauce. I do lots of hot yoga, walking in and around the city
and I love to cook!
Working as a Teacher Aide in special needs schools in London inspired me to
begin my own career in teaching, and I haven't looked back. I enjoy teaching
literacy, maths and anything arts and crafts, and I am inspired everyday by the
kaiako around me. I absolutely love teaching and learning alongside our tamariki,
and I am super excited to welcome our new tamariki and whānau to Kiwi
Pukupuku this year.

Anita Patel - anita.patel@brooklynprimary.school.nz
Kia ora, I’m Anita Patel and I will be teaching in Roroa this year alongside Kate. I
loved starting my collaborative learning journey in 2021 and I am excited to be
working alongside new tamariki, Kate and the team this year. I am passionate
about learning and believe that we are all always learning. We have a team
culture that acknowledges all backgrounds, strengths and ideas and I look
forward to seeing your tamariki thrive in this new space.
In my spare time, I enjoy playing hockey, running, eating, reading good books and
spending time with my family and friends. I especially love jumping on the
trampoline and going to many Wellington parks with my daughter. I am excited
for what 2022 brings and can’t wait to get to know you all.
Kate Jackson - kate.jackson@brooklynprimary.school.nz
Kia ora whānau! I am so excited to be joining the Kiwi Team at Brooklyn School
this year. I am a first year teacher, having completed the Graduate Diploma in
Teaching at the University of Auckland in 2021. With experience working in a
collaborative space, during one of my teaching placements, I have been able to
see how ākonga benefit from the environment and am thrilled to be working
alongside Anita in Kiwi Roroa. I love teaching literacy, particularly creative
writing, but I also really enjoy science and being able to learn about our world
alongside our students.
When I'm not at school I enjoy arts and crafts, reading, playing tennis or exploring
all the beautiful nature spots in Wellington - as well as the awesome cafes! I'm
looking forward to a fantastic year in 2022 with our wonderful tamariki and team.

Jane Beagley - jane.beagley@brooklynprimary.school.nz
Kia ora. Originally from the Manawatu, I’ve been part of the Brooklyn School
community for more than 20 years. I currently live in Wadestown with my
husband, two daughters (aged 14 & 9) and two cats. I’ve travelled the world
extensively and particularly love learning about different cultures and cuisines.
In my leisure time I like to enjoy a good coffee, exercise with friends and read.
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While I’ve had teaching experience throughout the year levels, year 3 & 4 is the
area of the school I enjoy the most. I view these years as ones of greatest growth
as the students progress to become more independent learners. Areas of the
curriculum I find most enjoyable teaching are financial literacy, maths, reading
and art. I also have a keen interest in many sports.
I am looking forward to supporting the wonderful learners across the Kiwi team
in 2022.
(Jane will release Kate every Friday and Merata every second Thursday) .

Reminders
Sports Shoes

Your child will need to wear/bring sports
shoes to school each day

Water bottle

We encourage your child to bring a named
drink bottle full of water each day.

Let’s begin

Your child needs to be at school after 8:30am
and before 8:55am. During this time, please
drop off and collect your child at the school
gate or set up a meeting place. Please email
if you need any support here.

Health

Please support your child in bringing their
mask to school. We have a wee glad bag for
them to store their masks in during break
times

Sunhats

Your child needs to bring and keep a sunhat
at school in their cubby hole. These need to
be named please.
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Our learning in Term 1
Building secure relationships for learning
We are getting to know each other in the first term. Relationships are integral to
learning and we will take our time to ensure your child(ren) are feeling
comfortable and engaged within our learning space.
We believe the success of the tamariki is improved by having a strong
relationship between three stakeholders: whānau, kaiako and tamariki. We will
support students to develop friendships with new people and include others. We
value diversity and the unique cultures, skills and strengths all learners bring to
our Kiwi learning space.
We value a restorative practice approach to support students in learning and
growing in their decision making when problems arise.
Our school values of: respect, integrity, belonging, resilience and excellence
underpin all that we do.
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System Set up
We are setting up systems in Term One which will support students with
expectations, mainly around risk taking, feeling safe to make mistakes and learn
from these and learning how the school values might be actioned in our learning
space and beyond.
Your child(ren) will work predominantly in their whānau class (Pukupuku or
Roroa) although we value our syndicate time and begin each morning together
with Karakia and waiata outside to create that family feel (we will put this on
hold at the moment in our current traffic light setting).
Students will get the chance to learn from all teachers in our space. They will be
in their school house groups for syndicate sport and will discover more about the
Treaty of Waitangi, rotating around the four kaiako. Students will be taught at
the level they need. We work hard to support all and care deeply that the needs
of our learners are being met; as you can appreciate this is a huge job, and takes
time.

Maths
We begin by learning more about your child’s thoughts about themselves as a
mathematician and see number in a range of everyday contexts. Students will
work in small groups to solve problems and learn new strategies to apply to
these. Groups will be mixed ability where we value students learning from each
other. We move into learning more about volume and capacity in the second half
of the term. Every Thursday we will focus on Financial Literacy and use the
programme Banqer to support the learning.

Literacy
Literacy: We will be setting up systems initially and your child may come home
with some readers (if still on the colour wheel). We will look to begin our guided
reading sessions in week four. We will learn about different text types during the
year and take ‘workshops’ where next steps are specifically taught and
practiced. Oral language and listening skills are important and will be taught
within all learning contexts. Students will be explicitly taught phonics.
An absolute favourite of the students is Chapter Chat. We will be reading ‘The
BFG’ by Roald Dahl this term - so if you have a copy, bring it along to follow the
teacher reading. We are keen to continue teaching a range of activities linked to
what we are reading to deepen comprehension and build creative thinking skills.
Not all writing is done in students’ writing books, it could be in any of their books,
as we like to make horizontal connections between subjects.
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Inquiry
Being a Kiwi
We begin the term with sharing more about ourselves and building partnerships
with each other. We will explore the different groups that we belong to and our
role in these groups. We will learn more about the school houses and the origin
of their name. We then move into learning about what it means to be a Kiwi (New
Zealander). We will link all our learning to the school values.. We are aiming for
a Kiwi EOTC week where we will be learning outside the classroom in week 10,
although being flexible around this in our current climate.

Syndicate Sports
Sports: At syndicate sports time we will take different ‘summer sports’ that the
students will rotate around on a Monday afternoon. It is important the students
bring appropriate clothing and footwear for running around, as most days we get
outside for fitness or physical education.

Seesaw
Seesaw: We are using Seesaw again as a learning journal for your child.
Hopefully this helps as a ‘window into the learning’ but is not the be all and end
all. We are teaching the students the skills to add details to posts so you
understand more about what the learning was about. Please read the Digital
Technologies agreement that will come home with your child; it will give you a
really good insight into what we value and the ways we might be using digital
technology in the classroom. Each child will have a google account for accessing
Google Docs. This is not a way for students to communicate through messaging
and teachers monitor use through their Hāpara dashboard to support learning
and making good choices when using technology. You may like to support typing
skills at home using sites such as Dance Mat Typing. Students will not be able to
access a device at school until the agreement has been signed and returned to
school.

Assessment for learning
We work hard as teaching professionals to support your child where they are at in
their learning and gathering information that is important along the way to help
us support in the best way possible. Assessment, teaching and learning are
inextricably linked as each informs the others. At times we will adjust our
teaching strategies and students will adjust their learning strategies to support
success.
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We are not confined to just assessing the three core subjects, we see our
teaching and learning being more holistic than this. We do collect a range of
information that supports us in making an Overall Teacher Judgment (OTJ) at
mid-year and end of year for reading, writing and maths. These OTJs are the
graphs you see on HERO. In Year 3 and 4, your child is working predominantly at
Level Two of the New Zealand Curriculum.

Home Learning
Home Learning: There is no formal Home Learning in Team Kiwi. We do however
expect students to read at home, complete their Mathletics activities (we will set
these up in the next couple of weeks and will send home a login with your child).
Students will have ‘math rockets’ that focus on number knowledge and next
steps and these will also come home mid-term along with spelling lists. These
will be retested at the beginning of Term Four. Often we have whānau ask how
they can help at home - and doing these things helps us immensely. It’s
important to note that we see maths as more than just number, but students need
to have a good base knowledge and understanding of what number is in order to
progress. Playing, creating and making maths fun at home is awesome! Check
out our school website for other ideas on how to help. There might be some
activities relating to our inquiry and/or Seesaw tasks but we will communicate
with you when required.

Teachers in our space
It is not just the four of us that make Team Kiwi. We also have Matua Breach,
Eehuey Lim, Jane Beagley and Bryony Forsyth, Mel Beirne, Nicole Gerber,
Jayshree Ravji and Margaret Burt who support the learning this year by either
taking: teacher release time, being in the class to support learning with the
kaiako or taking small groups for Lexia, ESOL group and TARP. During teacher
release, Matt Breach will support te reo Māori in the classroom and Eehuey Lim
will continue Library Literacy. Jane Beagley will release Merata every second
Thursday and Kate every Friday.

A special welcome to…
Cynthia Monteiro
and her family. We hope you love learning at Brooklyn Primary School! Cynthia
will be in Kiwi Pukupuku.
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Important dates in Term One
(Some events may be added/canceled through the term, keep your eyes on the school newsletter)

Wednesday 2 February

First Day of Term

Monday 7 February

Waitangi Day Holiday (school closed)

Monday 21 March

School Athletics Day (Newtown Park)

Monday 28 March

First Hits Cricket (in school workshops)

Monday 4 - Friday 8 April

Kiwi Education Outside the Classroom (EOTC)
week

Friday 25 March

Teacher Only Day

Thursday 14 April

Last day of Term One, school finishes at 3pm

Costs for Kiwi Term One
Mathletics

$33.00 for year

Stationery ordered by school

$20.00

Seesaw

$6.00 for the year

Bus to and from Athletics

$6.00
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