Newsletter No 8: Wednesday 22 May
What’s coming up

MAY

JUNE

Thurs 23: Kiwi Syndicate Swimming – WRAC
WEGC visit Year 8’s – 12.30pm

Mon 3: Queens Birthday – SCHOOL CLOSED

Fri 24: Whole School Cross Country – Prince of Wales Park
School BoT nominations close 12 midday

Tues 4: CZ Cross Country

Mon 27: School Cross country p/p
: Matariki meeting 7pm Staffroom

Wed 5: WGC Principal Visit Year 8’s - 3.15pm
Tui Literacy Hour – 7pm -8pm

Tues 28: Kiwi Syndicate – Predator Free Brooklyn

Thurs 6: Kiwi Syndicate Swimming – WRAC
CZ Cross Country p/p

Wed 29: Strike Day – SCHOOL CLOSED

Fri 7: BOT Elections – close 12 midday

Thurs 30: Kiwi Syndicate Swimming – WRAC
Rooms 6 & 7 – Harbour and Hills trip
BoT Meet the candidates 7pm Staffroom

Tues 11: School Photos
Year 8 Immunisations 9am

Fri 31: Teacher Only Day – SCHOOL CLOSED

Wed 12: School Photos
Wed 19: Matariki Celebrations

From the Principal
Kia ora and welcome, we are having a great term of learning
and the children are all getting ready for our school cross
counry on Friday.
Wellington Hockey Small Sticks Programme
The Tui, Kiwi and Takahe syndicates have benefitted from the
Small Sticks Programme and each class has been to five
sessions. The children and teachers have really enjoyed
learning new skills.
Property Update
The new steps are being built on Harrison Street, they will have a few more
steps added in as at the moment they are quite steep. There will be a
pedestrian gate installed down there and work will begin soon on the main
gate entrance (the date is yet to be confirmed as to when this will
happen). These steps are temporary and they will provide pedestrian
access while the building project is happening. We are hoping to have
Stage 1: School Hall completed this term, this date is yet to be confirmed
and we will let you know when we have received confirmation from
SouthBase.

2020 Dates
At the last board of trustees meeting we looked at dates for 2020.
Term 1 – Teacher Only Days Monday 3 February and Tuesday 4 February. Students starting on
Wednesday, 5 February – Thursday, 9 April (Friday, 10 April is Good Friday)
Term 2 - Tuesday, 28 April (Monday, 27April is Anzac Day Observance)– Friday, 3 July (Teacher Only
Day Friday 29th May with Queen’s Birthday on Monday 1st June))
Term 3 - Monday, 20 July – Friday, 25 September
Term 4 - Monday, 12 October – Friday, 18 December - Final day of the year
Homestay Wanted-Mandarin Language Assistant
We are looking for a new homestay for our Mandarin Language Assistant Lili from the end of July
until early December. Please could you contact us via the school office if you are interested in
hosting her. There is an allowance available to help subsidise the accommodation.
Linc-Ed
By now you should have received an email asking you to log
in to Linc-Ed. This is really important as this will be the way we
will be sharing your child’s progress and achievement later in
the term.
Staffing Update
We would like to welcome Carla Macleod to our teaching team. Carla is joining us after Queen’s
Birthday and she will be teaching the new entrants in Room 19. She has many years teaching
experience and we are looking forward to having her here at Brooklyn.
Cross Country
This Friday, we will be holding the school Cross Country at Prince of Wales Park.
We are having the whole school take part this year, and are excited to have the Tui join us for their
first time running down at the park.
The first race begins at 1pm with the Year 1 girls running, followed by the Year 1 boys at 1.05pm,
Year 2 girls at 1.10pm, Year 2 boys at 1.15pm and so on until we finish with our Year 8 boys.
The finish line for all of the races is on the top park and this is the best place to see our runners. We
do ask that you find a place around the outside of the field as the finish line can get quite chaotic
for the recorders as children finish.
Kiwi and Tui children will be heading up to school at the finish of the Kiwi races, however you are
more than welcome to take your child home straight from the event or have them remain to watch
older siblings but please see the SYNDICATE LEADER of your child’s syndicate as they will have the
syndicate list and can mark your child’s name off.
It would be great to see everyone dressed up in their house colours as they strive to gain house
points through our school values of excellence (where they place), resilience (their determination
to do their best), caring (by looking after others before, during and after the run), integrity (through
their honesty of sticking to the route) and belonging (supporting their house and peers).
Everyone has been training so hard and we are looking forward to them seeing the results from all
of their efforts.
Mātariki Celebrations19th June 6pm
Planning is well underway for our annual Mātariki celebrations on the 19th June.
This will be our 9th year of celebrations and this year we are looking forward to
another fantastic community event. We have a planning meeting next Monday
27th May at 7pm in the staffroom. You are most welcome to come along if you
are interested.

Food Bank
Our year 7 student leadership group are collecting non-perishable food for the Wellington City
Mission. This is part of our Mātariki celebrations.
Strike Action-School Closed 29th May
Please remember to make alternative arrangements for your child/children on the day of the strike
as the school will be closed. We appreciate your support for the teaching profession.
Wellington Girl’s College
Their Open Day is on Thursday 20 June and they are having two sessions - 9:15am and
11:00am. (Please note this date has changed because of industrial action).
We would like to welcome Linda Chen, Mikko Howard (Brother of Millie Rm 16) and their families to
Brooklyn School.
Kind regards
Liz Rhodes
Principal

From the Board of Trustees - May 2019 Update
This is the final Board Report for the current Board of Trustees. Our term ends on the 14th of June once the
results of the Board election have been declared. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Liz
Rhodes and the staff for their support over the past 3 years, and the whole school community for their
contribution to the running of the school.
Building Project
The building project is progressing well, but there have been the inevitable delays. We know this can add to
the frustrations of staff, children and their families, however the Hall is seen as the most complex and
challenging part of the project. We still anticipate it being completed this term and work to start on the
Takahe Block. The work to create the new access and driveway has started. This work is coinciding with the
Wellington City Council demolition of the Harrison Street flats so we are trying to ensure there is
coordination of the work to avoid the pickup and drop off times.
Landscaping
The Board has been frustrated by the lack of contractors available to price and complete this project. We
are still searching for a suitably qualified contractor. In the meantime, we are continuing to try to raise
funds towards this project. We would encourage parents to donate directly to the school or through the
Run-A-Thon (details of which were sent home earlier).
Kāhui Ako
Over the last two years the Board has invested considerable time identifying the most appropriate Kahui
Ako, or community of learning, for the school. We have been actively involved in both the Capital City and
Te Whanganui o Tara groups. A Kāhui Ako is a group of education and training providers (early learning,
schools, kura, and post-secondary) working together to help students achieve their full potential. The
Capital City group includes Wellington High, South Wellington Intermediate and a number of our
neighbouring primary schools. Te Whanganui o Tara includes Wellington Girls and Wellington College, and
some of the larger primary schools in the region. The Board believes it is important to join one, and focus
on that. After considerable debate the Board has agreed to join Te Whanganui o Tara as the involved of
both Wellington Girls and Wellington College means this follows the learning pathway of the majority of
our students.

Review of Tomorrow School
Late last year the Minister of Education released the review of the governance and management of schools.
The Board is currently in the process of developing a submission on the review, which will be shared with
the school community. The Board has concerns over the proposal, and in particular the loss of direct
parent and community input into key decisions in the management, recruitment and curriculum. The
Board acknowledges that at Brooklyn we are fortunate to have a pool of parents prepared to contribute,
but not all schools do. However, the move to Hubs of 125 schools to manage most of the activities of the
school will leave parents with few tasks other than fundraising. We would encourage anyone with views on
the review to contact the Board.
Teacher Strike
You will have received our notification of the closure of the school on Wednesday 29 May, this is due to the
school inability to offer teaching that day due to the strike. We appreciate this is disruptive, especially with
the teacher only day scheduled for later that week, however, we do not have sufficient non-NZEI member
staff to provide a safe learning environment.
Board Elections
Just a reminder that the elections for the Board of Trustees elections are close, nominations close noon
Friday 24 May with voting papers mailed out on Monday May 27th. We will be holding a Meet the
Candidates meeting on Thursday 30th May from 7pm in the school staff room.
The first meeting of the new Board is scheduled for 7.00 pm Thursday 20 June in the Staff Room.
Board of Trustees: Dan Ormond (Chairperson), Liz Rhodes (Principal), Mary-Ann Butterfield,
Debbie Chitty, Chandra Littlewood, Nick Simcock, Mark Vivian, Mike Brown and Glen Burdon (Teacher
Representative).

Principal Awards for Friday 10 May 2019
Tui Syndicate
Rm 1: Sam Condick – For making huge improvements in writing.
Your perseverance is paying off!!
Rm 2: Pippa Sinclair – For working so hard and making great
progress with reading and handwriting.
Rm 3: William Fletcher – For showing excellence through
challenging and extending himself.
Rm 4: Alfie Wall – For trying his best to do the best he can in his
learning. Great niwha and hirangi Alfie!
Rm 5: Henry Houlding – For showing hirangi(excellence) and being a
great role model in Room 5.

Kiwi Syndicate
Rm 14: Beth Huggins – For helping to create a sense of
belonging(whanaungatanga) in our class by always being kind and
inclusive. You are putting so much effort into your learning. What a
great role model. Tino pai.
Rm 15: Grace Murfitt – For being an excellent class role model and
showing leadership qualities. Grace always gives her best and takes
time to support others. Grace we love having you in our class.
Rm 16: Edmund Le Maisurier – For displaying wonderful resilience
when things don’t go his way – trying new strategies and pathways
gaining success! Thanks for your efforts Edmund!
Rm 18: Jero Allende Zarazaga – For being an amazing learning
support buddy and role model to your younger students. You are
such a kind, caring and respectful student who is an asset to Room
18!

Takahe Syndicate
Rm 6: Phoebe Wall – For being caring and supportive of Xavier.
Rm 7: Alyssa Fa’aea – For consistently showing manaakitanga
(respect) by looking after others on their time of need and being an
amazing help in the class.
Rm 8: Luke Poulton – For showing the Brooklyn school value of
respect consistently both to teachers and his peers. You are a total
superstar!
Rm 13: Eva McEwan – For her excellent approach to her learning.
She is self-motivated, actively engaged in tasks and asks questions
for clarification.

Moa Syndicate
Rm 9: Monty Mouat – For showing perseverance/niwha and open
mindedness/makohakoha throughout your learning so far this
term. Keep up the hard mahi.
Rm 10: Mirabelle Brooks – For her constant striving towards hiranga
(excellence). She has such an amazing sense of humour and is
genuinely appreciative of everyone around her and what they offer.
Rm 11: Connor Wu – For taking a risk and sharing his ideas in class
discussions. It is great to see you demonstrating wae wae kaikapua.
Keep up the great mahi!
Rm 12: William Ormond – For always having the absolute best
attitude! You consistently demonstrate manaaki to others and you
are a pleasure to have in my class.

Five Brooklyn School Yr 5-8 teams play at
Evans Bay Intermediate on a
Saturday. Round 2 this weekend saw us
play some great netball. The Yr 8 Diamonds
lost a tough game 17-9 to the always sting
EBIS Tuis. The Yr 7/8 Sapphires made it two
wins from two games beating the SWIS
Tigers 20-3. The Yr 7/8 Emeralds had a bye luckily for the other two teams as both
needed to borrow their players this week!
The Year 6 Dynamos had a win against
Worser Bay Comets 3-0. The Yr 5 Shooting
Stars lost 11-2 to the Miramar North
Avengers. Parent coaches Dorothy & Jenn
are doing great work with this team, as they
transition from Future Ferns into 6 vs 6
netball - higher hoops, bigger court, so their
team are settling in well.
Thanks again to all our parent
supporters. And check out our fantastic
new hoodies!

Sport - Netball

Basketball

Saints Basketball
Last week we were lucky enough to have the Saints
Basketball team come and run a training session with our
school basketball teams.
Theo Johnson and Sunday Dech ran skills and drills with the
kids and gave them tips on how to improve their dribbling,
passing, footwork and shooting.
The kids had a great time working with these guys and
were lucky enough to receive a Saints hat and a ticket to
the Saints vs Supercity Rangers game in the weekend,
where the Saints won with an emphatic 105 -78 victory.
We’re hoping that this great session will help to inspire our
kids to continue with basketball and will give them practical
skills to apply to their games at the ASB centre each week.

