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What’s coming upMay — Haratua

June — Pipiri

Thurs 26 May:
School Cross Country @ Liardet Park

Mon 6 June:
Queens Birthday - School Closed

Fri 27 May:
Kiwi Syndicate: Trip to Wellington Zoo
Takahē Syndicate: Swimming @ WRAC
Moa Syndicate: Trip to Otari/Wilton Bush

Wed 8 June:
Whanau Hui, School Hall: 5.30pm-6.30pm
Central Zone Cross Country

Mon 30 May:
Kiwi Syndicate: Swimming @ WRAC

Fri 10 June:
Takahē Syndicate: Swimming @ WRAC
Central Zone Cross Country - Postponement

June — Pipiri

Mon 13 June:
Kiwi Syndicate: Swimming @ WRAC

Wed 1 June:
Tūī Syndicate: Information Workshops

Tues 14 June:
Interzone Cross Country

Thurs 2 June:
School Cross Country @ Liardet Park Postponement

Wed 15 June:
Moa Syndicate: Polhill Tree Planting

Fri 3 June:
Teacher Only Day - School Closed

Thurs 16 June:
IZ Cross Country (Postponement)
Fri 17 June:
Takahē Syndicate: Swimming @ WRAC
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From our Principal
Mai i to maatau tumuaki o te kura
Kia ora Parents/Whānau,
Last week we welcomed players from the Saints Basketball team to come and coach our
basketball players. It was great to hear the Saints comment on how our basketball court was
amazing. Here are a few photos of the students enjoying the coaching session.

Thank you to all those who supported our Pink Shirt Campaign last Friday by wearing pink. We
were delighted with the response.

School Cross Country
Our School Cross Country event will be held tomorrow, Thurs 25 May 2022 . This is a whole
school event involving Tui, Kiwi, Takahe and Moa at Liardet Park, Berhampore. The children
will be running in year groups. The top 5 from each group (year 4- 8) will go through to
represent the school at the Central Zone Event on Wednesday the 8th June (postponement
date 10th June) at McAllister Park. Year 1’s, 2’s and 3 do not compete in the Central Zones.
House points are awarded to the first 10 placing’s, as well as participation points for everyone
who joins in with the run. If you have a house t-shirt, please do wear this. There is a limited
supply of house t-shirts available through the school office.
Races will start at 11:45am at Liardet Park, with the year 1 girls starting first. There will be a 5
minute gap between races for the year 1’s, 2’s and 3’s. Years 4-8 will have a 10 minute gap
between races. The year 1 and 2’s will be catching a bus back to school once the Tūī races are
complete.
We would love to have you join us to support your children and cheer them on. The ideal spot
for this is just in front of the ‘changing rooms/toilets’ in front of the Liardet Park carpark
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where the finish for all the races will be. You may need your gumboots! Please keep both the
running course and finish chute clear.
If you choose to take your child home early (after their race) you MUST sign them out with
their class teacher (Tūī) or a teacher from their syndicate (Kiwi, Takahe, Moa).
All students need to wear adequate clothing and footwear. In the event of the weather not
being suitable we will postpone until Thursday 2nd June. In the event that we can’t hold either
of these attempts, we will run individual syndicate races around the training circuit the
following week. This will just be for those wishing to compete in the next stage which is the
Central Zone Schools Cross Country.
If your child is unable to run, please let their whanau teacher know on the morning of cross
country. We appreciate your support in encouraging as many children as possible to take up
the challenge, and give it a go!

Visit from Wellington Girls College for Prospective Year 8 Girls
This session with Wellington Girls' College has been postponed until Monday 30th May. They
will be sending in representatives to come and talk to our Year 8 girls about what life is like at
WGC.
This session starts at 3.15 pm in the Moa block and, based on past years, will run for
approximately an hour depending on how many questions people have.
This chat is open for the girls and also for any parents who would like to come along as well.
If you are unable to make it, but have some questions that you would like answers to, you are
very welcome to send them through to Jo Wheeler and she will ask them on your behalf.

Moa Science
The Moa syndicate have been busy working on science experiments, it was great to see them
testing and making observations on Monday. Here are a couple of photos of them in action.
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Parent/Student/Child Conferences - Wed 29 June & Thurs 30 June
These will be held during the day on Wednesday 29th June and after school on Thursday 30th
June. Bookings can be made online through School Interviews and information around this will
be sent to you on Friday 3 June. We would like you to bring your child along to the conference.
We find these conferences invaluable to your child’s learning and they are an important part of
our home-school partnership.

Tūī Information Evening – Wednesday 1 June
On Wednesday 1 June, we are excited to offer a range of workshops for you to find out more
about a number of the learning programmes we have in our junior school. The workshops will
run for either 30 minutes or an hour. These will be informative workshops as well as providing
practical ideas for how you can help at home. There are a variety of workshops on offer. For
planning purposes, it would be helpful if you could let us know the workshops you are planning
to come to. If you would like more information, please contact your child’s teacher or
margaret.zlatkov@brooklynprimary.school.nz
Please click here for more information - Tūī Information Workshops
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Teacher Only Day - 3 June
Planning is well underway for this eventl. This year we are joining our Secondary colleagues
and taking part in the LoopEd Online conference, as well as running workshops around our
local history curriculum. These sessions will help build our knowledge and expertise around
our culturally responsive practice and Aotearoa New Zealand Histories curriculum. Brooklyn
School will be closed for this day.

Staffing Update
Last week we farewelled Kathryn Harris; one of our kaiako from the Moa Syndicate and wished
her well as she starts her maternity leave. Next week we welcome Joshua Hinman to the Moa
teaching team. Joshua is moving up from Christchurch to take up the role in Kathryn’s absence.

Pullover Hoodies/House T-shirts
A bright yellow order form has been given to the eldest/only child in your family today. Please
check your child’s bag. This year there are 3 colour options for the pullover hoodies - Black,
Marle Grey and Navy.
House t-shirts are also on offer and these are great for the tamariki to wear for upcoming
school events like cross country, school athletics day, school swimming sports. We only stock a
limited amount of these t-shirts during the school year, so now is the perfect time to order one
for your child.

Matariki - Save the date (Wednesday 6 July)
Planning has started for our Annual School Matariki Celebrations.
A planning evening will take place after Queen’s Birthday weekend. As soon as this date is
confirmed, we will communicate this with our school community.
Please do save the date in your diary for our School Matariki Celebrations on the evening of
Wednesday 6th July (postponement Thursday 7th July).
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Board of Trustees Elections - September 2022
The current term for our Board of Trustees will finish this coming September.
If you think this is something you may be interested in, or would like to find out more about
becoming a Board member, please click here . We also have information on our school website
- please click here.
If you would like to ask a Board member some questions about their roles, please contact them
via email- bot@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Road Patrol Volunteers required
Volunteers are needed for morning road patrol to help our kids get to school, safely. We have
positions at the junction of Ohiro Road and Todman St and the second is the pedestrian
crossing on Cleveland St outside Jo's Pies. Do you have 40 minutes once a fortnight to help
out? Grandparents and friends of the school are also welcome. Feel virtuous, connect with
your community and take climate action all at once.
Contact sonya.bissmire@gmail.com to join our friendly and flexible roster.

Welcome to new students
We would like to welcome these new children to our Brooklyn School community. We are
looking forward to working with you and your child/ren during the school year –
Tūī Tahi: Esme Redhill (sister of Rafferty), Ariana Van Velden
Nga mihi,
Liz

Here is a taste of the Takahē zoo trip -

At the zoo, the animals that I chose are tigers and kangaroos I barely saw the kangaroos were
so camouflaged in the trees and they were hiding in the twigs and leaves. They were all eating,
one looked at us and Owen got a really good photo and turns out that when it looked at us we
thought it was looking funny and we searched up and the face actually meant it was confusing.
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The first time we saw the tiger was when it was huddled up in its cave, then it came out and hid
behind some bushes. I saw it in clear view and it pounced at me but after that, it left us alone.
By Harrison
The zoo was amazing, every single bit but today I’m going to tell you about the lions and Lucy
the Goosey. On the way to the meerkats, we stopped to take a look at the lions. At first, we
couldn't see anything but then a huge lion leapt up to the glass and started pawing against the
glass. It was very funny and cute, it looked like my dog when she paws against the glass door
when she wants to go on a walk so now we have a billion scratch marks on our door. But back to
the lions while the lion was pawing at the glass we put our heads up to the glass to see what it
would do and just as I thought the lion started to try and eat our heads off and then another
lion came and did the same thing. It was very cute and then the lions went to sleep and we
continued on our way to the meerkats. Now for the story of Lucy the Goosey. As we entered the
neighbours (the Australian area) I saw a sign that said Lucy the Goosey and it had a photo of a
goose and I thought what is that about then I saw a goose that was chasing lots of kids. Then I
went down to look at the Tasmanian devils and the goose started chasing me and I slipped
down to look at the Tasmanian devil. Overall the trip was amazing! By Emerson
At the zoo, my highlight was patting a kangaroo because it was so soft. I learned that tigers are
nocturnal. I also learned that they have a tongue like a cat but bigger and sharper. It is like 100
more teeth. We saw the red pandas sleep in the tall trees. I thought that there were 3 red
pandas but there were only 2. There was a reptile that was like a snake but wasn’t a snake. The
Capuchin monkeys said hi to us when we raised our eyebrows which means hi in their own
language. We were set a challenge because monkeys either don’t have a thumb or they don’t
have opposable thumbs so we had to eat without our thumbs and at my table, I was the only
one who didn’t give up and I found it easy. The giraffes were really pretty and have grown a lot.
I liked that we got to see Sasa the sun bear eat because she had to open the tube and she used
her tummy as a plate. A fun fact is that there are 10 times the amount of kiwis than Keas. Don’t
feed keas your food because they will die. I got to pat a sheep as it went past because it was on
the path and it was soft. In the end, we saw the otters sleeping in a heart shape. It was so cute.
The trip was so fun I can’t even say how fun it was. By Tilly
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Over the past year, Kathryn Harris has been exploring the role of the environment as the ‘fifth
teacher’ and how we could improve student wellbeing through this idea.
When thinking about the environment as the fifth teacher she considered the indoor
environment of the classroom as well as our outdoor environment and the importance this
plays in our students understanding of how they learn best.
Her focus on the indoor environment ended quite early due to the importance the students
held on their outdoor space being something they feel they can’t control as easily and would
ultimately like more say in.
Combining what is practical and achievable with what the kids would like to see was the
ultimate goal. With this in mind, a clear focus emerged; developing our underutilised spaces so
they were appealing to a wide range of students.
We have developed the space down in what the students refer to as ‘the old toilet block’ just
above the basketball court. Large blackboard panels now cover the concrete wall for our
students to draw on and write messages of kindness for others. We also have a range of
wooden discs with symbols and numbers that can be used to create games and challenges on
the paths leading to and from this area.
Through both of these developments, we hope that some new connections will be forged
between different groups of students and that it provides another place to go during break
times
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Principal Awards - 13 May 2022
Tūī Syndicate

Tūī Tahi:
Ifan M
For always trying his best when completing his work
and contributing great ideas to class discussions

Tūī Rua:
Everly L
For challenging yourself and trying new words every
day in your writing

Tūī Toru:
Kya J
For being such a lovely friend and including everyone.
You are always kind and incredibly helpful!

Tūī Whā:
Charlie H
For showing ‘hianga’and making impressive progress
with writing

Tūī Rima:
Georgia W
For showing manaakitanga(respect) to the ruma, tauira
and kaiako and being a great example.
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Kiwi Syndicate

Roroa:
Harry J
For a fantastic start in the Kiwi Syndicate. We love all
the hard work you put into all of your learning-Well
done.

Pukupuku:
Andrea L
For always showing kindness to others in the class and
being a good listener to her peers and kaiako. You are
an amazing role model Andrea!

Roroa:
Laila V
For always showing respect to her peers and kaiako.
You area pleasure to have in Kiwi. Well done.

Pukupuku:
Eira M
For listening to feedback to better her writing. We are
impressed with the improvements, and it’s only Term
Two!! Ka pai
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Takahē Syndicate

Huihui:
Nate B-P
For consistently responding to feedback and not giving
up! Ka pai!

Takurua:
Quincy D
We are so proud of the start you have made to Brooklyn
School. You overcame the challenges, went to camp by
showing incredible niwha and have grown as a
person/learner. You are an absolute pleasure to have in
our learning kura

Huihui:
Ada H
For having a positive attitude towards her learning and
being a role model for others! Ka pai!

Takurua:
Millie H
For making the zoo trip a great experience. You were so
thoughtful, caring, enthusiastic and a joy to be with thank you.
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Moa Syndicate

Korokoro:
Olive C
For the amazing effort you have put into all your
mahi so far this term! We are so proud of the way you
always strive to do your best and try your hardest
with everything

Tinana:
Harry B
For showing incredible determination and focus in all
areas of his learning. You have had such an awesome
start to your time in the Moa, Harry. Keep up the great
mahi!

Mānawa:
Jero A-Z
For settling in so well to the Moa Syndicate. You’ve
worked so hard to learn all of the different systems
and always put your hand up to help out.

Rm 12:
Eva McE
For making the best possible start to the term. Keep up
the incredible work Eva! Ka rawe!
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Community Notices
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