Newsletter No. 4
Wednesday 23 March 2022
Rāapa 23 Poutū-te-rangi 2022

What’s coming upWith so many events postponed due to the restrictions imposed by COVID-19, our events calendar
is a little bare right now. Term 2 will hopefully look alot better.

March — Poutū-te-rangi

April — Paenga-whāwhā

Thurs 24 March :
Moa Syndicate: Road Patrol Refresher
BoT Meeting; Staffroom @ 7pm

Tues 5:
Kiwi Syndicate:
Red Rocks Walk

Fri 25 March:
Kāhui Ako - Teacher Only Day - School closed

Wed 6:
Kiwi Syndicate: Pukupuku
Pukupuku - Sustainability Trust & Te Papa Trip

Mon 28 March:
Tūī Syndicate: First Hits Cricket
Kiwi Syndicate: First Hits Cricket

Thurs 7:
Kiwi Syndicate: Roroa
Roroa - Sustainability Trust & Te Papa Trip

Thurs 31 March:
Moa Syndicate: Road Patrol Refresher

Fri 8:
Kiwi Syndicate:
War Memorial (Brooklyn) Walk
Thurs 14: Last day of Term 1

From our Principal
Mai i to maatau tumuaki o te kura
Kia ora Parents/Whānau,
As you will have noted from our recent communications we are still experiencing a low number
of cases in our school and community. Surveying other local schools, we are definitely seeing
fewer cases. I am sure that this is due to a number of reasons, some due to what we are doing
at school and some from what you are doing. Brooklyn School continues to be a safe place for
your children and we are continuing with as many ‘normal’ activities as possible.

Newsletter No. 4
Wednesday 23 March 2022
Rāapa 23 Poutū-te-rangi 2022

1

A very important reminder, if your child is unwell and is required to have a Covid test, or is self
isolating because they have been identified as a household contact, please contact the office
and let us know the specific details relating to your child’s absence. This is for our coding
purposes.
Today the Prime Minister made changes in the Covid Protection Framework which will take
effect from 11.59pm this Friday 25 March, and to vaccine mandates and My Vaccine Pass,
which will take effect from 11.59pm Monday 4 April.
These changes reflect the science and public health advice, and where New Zealand has
moved to in our Omicron response.

Overall, we are now a highly vaccinated country. While cases remain high, the timing for
change reflects that New Zealand is moving into a post-peak phase and our hospitalisations
are anticipated to be in a similar position very soon.

New Zealand remains at Red. However, Cabinet will review the framework colour level on
Monday 4 April.

At Red: There is no change to masks in education settings from the existing Red setting.
Medical-grade masks remain a requirement for staff working indoors with children and young
people in Years 4-13.
For all New Zealanders, including school settings, masks will not be required outdoors.
Capacity limits will be removed for outdoor events and activities.
Indoor capacity limits for extra-curricular activities increase to 200 people, or a maximum
capacity based on the maximum number of people who could occupy the space if each person
was one metre apart (whichever is lower).

Teacher Only Day - Friday 25 March - School closed
A reminder that this Friday (25 March) is Teacher Only Day - school is closed for instruction.
The focus of staff learning on this day, alongside other schools in our Kāhui Ako, is the adolescent
brain, building resilience and well-being. We are also looking forward to learning from our Resource
Teachers of Learning and Behaviour (RTLBS) around catering for our neurodiverse learners
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Moving March
Many students are taking part in Moving March. Please remember that if your child is bringing
a scooter,bike, roller skates or skateboard, they also need to be wearing a helmet. Yesterday
the Tūī enjoyed a Wheels Day and today it is the Kiwi syndicate’s turn.

Highest Needs Review
The Ministry of Education is reviewing supports for children and young people with the highest
level of learning support needs.
The vision for the Highest Needs Review is that children and young people with the highest
learning support needs get the right support, at the right time, for as long as they need it.
Can I please encourage you to take just a little bit of time to engage with the High Needs
Review. The system is so, so broken, and this is our ONLY chance to have a say about it. I know
we're all busy but this really matters. The survey is centred around these three main questions:
1.

What is happening in your community that is working well?
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2. What do you want to see happening?
3. How might barriers for learners with the highest support needs be removed?
All info here: https://consultation.education.govt.nz/.../highest-needs.../

Welcome to new students
We would like to welcome these new children to our Brooklyn School community. We are
looking forward to working with you and your child/ren during the school year –
Tūī Rua:
Cordelia Roberts and Samuel Han Stevenson

Take care. Kia haumaru te noho.
Ngā mihi nui,
Liz
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Message from the Office
School Donation
If you haven’t already done so, this is a friendly reminder to pay your School Donation before
the end of the tax year - 31 March 2022 to claim your donation rebate.

Emergency Contact Forms
We are still waiting on a number of students' blue Emergency Contact forms. It is crucial that
these forms are completed for each child, so that we can update our systems. We ask that
these forms be sent back to school ASAP.

Fundraising Form 2022
Thank you to all those parents who have returned the Assistance with Fundraising Form. If you
are still to do so, we would appreciate the form being handed into the school office by next
week at the latest. If you have lost the form, please click on the link to go to the google form.
Our fundraising focus for 2022 is to further develop the outdoor learning environment by the
tree area and on the double courts.
We have moved a lot of the proposed fundraising events to later in the year due to the
Pandemic.

Lost Property
The orange lost property bin is overflowing with unnamed clothing, lunchboxes and drink
bottles.
Unnamed items will be placed out in the hall for students to look over tomorrow.
Thank you to those parents that have named their child/rens items, as this makes for a quick
return to its owner.

Bus services
We have been reminded by Metlink that parents should discuss with their children alternative
means of getting home should their bus not arrive due to a high number of staff shortages
leading to cancelations caused by Covid. This includes the following routes - No.17 Kowhai
Park and No.29 Owhiro Bay/Island Bay/Southgate/Newtown. For up to date information on
Metlink bus services/cancellations please click here
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The Tūī Teddy Bears Picnic
The sun was shining for the Tūī Teddy Bears Picnic last week.
Our Tamariki were so excited to bring a soft toy to school for the day.
We included our toys in our Friday Funday learning programmes, including helping us with our
poetry, maths and PE.
We carried our toys down to the astro, lay our picnic blankets down and sang and danced with
them. Then we all sat down and had lunch together in our classes.
What a fabulous day was had by all.
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Team Kiwi have been enjoying learning through Seaweek. They learned more about caring for our
oceans, created a cinquain poem about a chosen sea animal, made fish art and researched more
about

an

area

of

the

sea

that
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At the end of 2021, Brooklyn School held a “design a ukulele” competition. There were over 100
entries which resulted in lots of house points being won across the school! The calibre of the
art was so high that the House Captains had a tough time deciding the winners! If you’re keen
to see the Top 3 from each house scan the QR code!
The winners from our school competition were sent away to the national
competition run by the New Zealand Ukulele Trust. Brooklyn School is part of
the Kiwileles which is run by the NZUT. From here, judges decided on winners
from all around the motu for their two categories - “Kiwiana/Pasifika” and
“Outside the Box”. Brooklyn School was lucky enough to have their art take out
those two categories! Matilda Barnes (now Year 9 at WGC) won the Kiwiana/Pasifika category
with her simple, but stunning, black and white fern design. Olive Connon (now Year 8) won the
Outside the Box category with her bright and exciting Snakes and Ladders design. The best
part of winning this competition? You get a custom ukulele with your design painted on it!
Check them out below!

The Brooklyn School Ukulele group (The Turanga-leles) is getting started up again next week for
years 3-8 with opportunities for Tui coming later this year. Takahē and Moa are on Monday
lunchtimes and Kiwi are on Tuesday. It’s not too late to get involved! Come and see Miss Twidle if
you’re still interested in joining the fun.
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Community Notices

KELLY CLUB APRIL 2022 HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES
Kelly Club Holiday Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and 13 the opportunity to
do things they enjoy in a safe, supportive and encouraging environment. The programme is packed
with some fantastic activities to entertain and inspire children. We have some exciting days
planned: "Eggstravaganza Day", "Kelly Club Top Chef Day", "Anzac Day", "Giant Ball Day",
"Kelly Club Survivor" Plus trips to: Ice Skating, The Marine Centre, Zealandia (check your
centre for the trip days as they differ).
Kelly Club runs at the following: Amesbury School (Churton Park), Churton Park School, Island
Bay School, Kelburn Normal School, West Park School (Johnsonville)
To enrol www.kellyclub.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201

Newsletter No. 4
Wednesday 23 March 2022
Rāapa 23 Poutū-te-rangi 2022

9

