Newsletter No 3: Wednesday 27 February 2019
What’s coming up
March
Mon 4: Moa overnight at Taputerangi Marae
Tues 5: Takahe at Taputerangi Marae
Thurs 7: Moa City Gallery Rms 9 & 11
Fri 8: Moa City Gallery Rms 10 & 12
Wed 13: School Athletics, Newtown Park
Fri 15: School Athletics (pp)
: Moa, Capital E Arts Festival
:Tui/Takahe Buddy Picnic to Central Park

Above: New students lining up to hongi as
part of our School Powhiri.

Wed 20: Whanau Hui
: Kiwi at Arts Festival – Rms 14 & 18
Fri 22: Kiwi at Arts Festival – Rms 15 & 16
Fri 22: Moa Southern Walkway Trip
Thurs 28: Bot Meeting, Staffroom 7pm

April
Fri 12: Last day for Term 1

Parent Help Needed – Morning Road Patrol
Cleveland Street & Ohiro Road
We still need volunteers to monitor our morning
road patrols,
especially for Tuesdays and Wednesday mornings.
If you are interested, then please contact Nick on
021955982
or by e-mail nickm@athfieldarchitects.co.nz

From the Principal
March is Coming – Let’s Get Movin’! We are taking
part in the Greater Wellington Regional Council
initiative. Here are some links to Movin’March month
of activity:
Make the most of the beautiful weather and encourage your child to Walk or Wheel to and from
school. Explore the website for tips on how to build active travel into your daily routine AND there
are great prizes up for grabs!
Why Movin’March?
Not only does walking or wheeling to school reduce congestion and chaos at the school gate, it
also provides an opportunity to slow down and get in some quality time with our tamariki. Walking or
wheeling to school solo or with friends can be a real confidence boost. And, as one parent put it
last year, the fresh air and exercise before school helps ‘get the wiggles out!’

Active Schools’ Toolkit
Establishing active travel routines can be a challenge for some families. The Active Schools’ Toolkit is
a great way to find some pro tips on how to get around the common barriers:
 Super Safe Strider is a checklist for families to make sure children have the skills they need to
walk to school safely. You could use the Map My Journey activity to plan a safe route to
school.
 Walking School Buses build community and teach children important road safety skills ready
for walking independently as they get older.
Building Update
The building progress is tracking well and is on
target for stage 1 to be complete next term. The
framing for the hall extension and toilet block
has gone up and the roofing iron is being
installed over the hall extension over the next
few weeks. Stage 1 is extending the hall. These
photos show just how larger the Hall space will
be, which will provide the school with a lot more
options on how best to use it.

Tapu Te Ranga Marae
The Moa syndicate are heading to Tapu Te Ranga Marae in Island Bay on Monday 4 March for an
overnight Noho Marae and hangi. They will leave school by bus on Monday at 10am and return to
school by bus on Tuesday at 3pm. The Takahe syndicate will join the Moa for the day on Tuesday.
While they are there, they will be part of a traditional Powhiri, learn about the hangi process and join
in fun activities that the Moa syndicate have planned.
Cricket Opportunity
We are hoping to host a couple of Blackcaps next Wednesday. We will let you know more details
closer to the time.
Athletics
This event will be held at Newtown Park on the 13th March. The postponement day is Monday 25th
March. We will let you know the day before if we are going to postpone this event. Remember you
can down load our school app to get alerts for events such as the athletics.

The Kiwi, Takahe and Moa students will leave school by bus between 9.00am and 9.15am, returning
around 2.30pm from Newtown Park. The Tui syndicate are leaving school at 9:20am and bus back
at 12:15pm.
We encourage you to come and watch and support your child/family participate in various track
and field events.
Children - support your house by coming in your house coloured sports attire, along with an energy
packed lunchbox and plenty of water (Remember you can purchase House T-shirts through the
school office).
Go Sinclair!
Go Dorset!
Go Barrett!
Go Nicolson!
Class relays will be held at 2pm.
What Makes a Good Life?
Yesterday the NZ Children's Commissioner released this report which makes for an interesting
read: What makes a good life? (Feb, 2019). In this report they asked children and young people for
their views on what wellbeing means to them. They heard from more than 6,000 children and young
people about what a good life is and what they thought were the most important areas to focus on
to make things better for all children and young people. I thought it may interest some of you.
School Directory Forms
A friendly reminder that these forms need to be returned to your child’s classroom teacher before 1
March.

Board Update – February
Building Project
The building project has progressed well over the summer period with significant progress being made on
the Hall space and new toilet block. The Board is now working through the next stage of the project – the
Takahe Block and the impact this will have on staff and students.
The upper playground will be further reduced in size to allow for the builders compound to be moved, we
know this will impact on the time the Tui Syndicate spend outside the classroom, but it is one of the
challenges of trying to keep the school as functional as possible during the construction. We are also
looking at the furniture required for the Hall and Library while they are being used as classrooms.
Landscaping
The detailed plans for the tree area have now been finalised and will be sent out for tender shortly. We are
committed to making sure the work is undertaken as soon as possible so that the children can use the area
later this year. Finalised plans will be posted to the website.
Donations
You will have recently received a letter and request for the Board’s voluntary contribution. As a Board we
are committed to providing the best possible equipment, staff and resources but many of these are not
funded by the Government. To provide the high level of education that you expect from Brooklyn School,
we need your support. Last year we raised over $80,000 from the donations.

Review of Tomorrow’s Schools
Late last year the Minister of Education released the review of the governance and management of
schools. The Board is currently in the process of developing a submission on the review, which will be
shared with the School Community. The Board has concerns over the proposal, and in particular the loss of
direct parent and community input into key decisions in management, recruitment and curriculum. The
Board acknowledges that at Brooklyn we are fortunate to have a pool of parents prepared to contribute and
that not all schools do. However, the move to Hubs of 125 schools to manage most of the activities of the
school will leave parents with few tasks other than fundraising. We would encourage anyone with views on
the review to contact the Board.
Paid Union Meetings
Following on from the teacher strikes last year, NZEI has advised us of upcoming Paid Union Meetings. We
are currently working through the options to see if we have enough staff cover to keep the school safe and
open during these meetings, or if we will need to close for the afternoon. We will keep you advised of the
situation.
Board Elections
Just a reminder that the elections for the Board of Trustees will be held in May this year. A number of
current trustees have indicated they will not be seeking re-election so there will be a number of vacancies to
fill. Anyone interested in standing should feel free to contact current Board members on what is involved
and the level of commitment.
Our next meeting is scheduled for 7.00 pm Thursday 28 March in the Staff Room.
Board of Trustees: Dan Ormond (Chairperson), Liz Rhodes (Principal), Mary-Ann Butterfield, Debbie Chitty,
Chandra Littlewood, Nick Simcock, Mark Vivian, Mike Brown and Glen Burdon (Teacher Representative)

Community Notices

Rotary on Cuba wants to promote both craft and outdoor activity by offering a Kite Challenge. Flying kites should be a unique
past-time in Wellington’s winds.
Challenge. Flying kites should be a unique
past-time in Wellington’s winds.
The challenge is in 2 parts.
1. Get a kite! Build one or decorate one, or both. There’ll be a prize
for successful “home builds” and for decoration, or both. It could
be a class project, or a home & family one, or you could buy a
kitset from our project supporter, Moore Wilson’s in Tory/College
Streets
2.

Make it fly! We’ll have judges to see how well your kite flies
Designs for building kites are available on
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Al49nHy0LVs
(These are suitable for younger children to build, usually from A4 paper)
https://www.google.com/search?q=Kite+A4+paper&rlz=1C1FDUM_enNZ481NZ489&oq=Kite+A4+paper&aqs=chrome..69i
57j0.3888j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
This site also shows how to build larger kites as well as simple ones. The traditional diamond shaped ones are harder to
make.
Be sure to tow your kite with thread or string… nylon fishing line will cut the lines of other kites….and maybe your fingers
as well!
Venue: Liardet Street Park in Berhampore
When? Sunday 7 April from 10am – 2pm

Entry: $5 per participant. Register at the desk and get a numbered wrist band. (Parents and family supporters free!)
Prizes: Our roving judges will be looking for design, art and flying ability. Awards will be made to entrants under 7 (on the day),
Under 12 and Under 16.
Adults: Adults, and experts from the New Zealand Kite Association are invited to demonstrate their kites.

