Newsletter No.17 Wednesday 22 November 2021
Rāapa 22 Whiringa-ā-rangi 2021
WHAT’S COMING UP
NOVEMBER I WHIRINGA-Ā-RANGI
Wed 24: Tūī Syndicate Swimming, WRAC – Kilbirnie
: Parent Information Evenings
Takahē Syndicate (2022 years 5 & 6)6pm-6.45pm Huihui
Moa Syndicate (2022 Years 7 & 8)7pm -7.45pm Manawa
Fri 26: Electives, Years 5-8

DECEMBER I TIHEMA
Wed 1: Tūī Syndicate Swimming, WRAC – Kilbirnie
Year 8 Gardisal Immunisation
Thurs 2: BoT Meeting, Staffroom @ 6.30pm
Fri 3: Electives, Years 5-8
Mon 6: Tūī Syndicate, ASB Fun Day

DECEMBER I TIHEMA

Tues 7: 2022 New Entrant Visit Day 9.15am - 10.15am

Wed 8: Kiwi Syndicate, Long Lunch
: Tūī Syndicate Swimming, WRAC – Kilbirnie
: Year 8, Leavers Dinner – One Red Dog
Year 7/8 Social, School Hall
Thurs 9: Tūī Syndicate, Shared Lunch
Moa Syndicate, Trip to Nairn Park
Takahē Syndicate, Movies @ The Penthouse Cinema
Takahē Syndicate, Fun night
Fri 10: Takahē Syndicate, Trip to Nairn Park
: Kiwi Syndicate, Movies @ The Penthouse Cinema
Tues 14: Meet the 2022 teacher 10am – 10:30am
Wed 15: Year 8 Leavers Assembly 5:30pm – 6:30pm
Thurs 16: Farewell Assembly for Year 8 - 9.45am
:LAST DAY OF TERM 4: SCHOOL FINISHES @ 12:30pm

From our Principal I Mai i to maatau tumuaki o te kura
Kia ora Parents/Whanau,
We would like to thank you for coming in this week to attend our syndicate information evenings. We hope
you found these useful in preparation for 2022. Tonight we are hosting the Takahē and Moa Information
Evenings.
Takahē - 6.00 - 6.45pm in Takahē Huihui
Moa - 7.00 - 7.45pm in Moa Manawa
The slides that were shared at last night’s Tūī and Kiwi information evenings can now be viewed here please click on Tūī or Kiwi. These have also been added to our school website and shared via HERO to
parents of these year groups for 2022.
The Takahe and Moa slides will be shared with those parent’s tomorrow and will also be added to the
school website.
Staffing Update
We are pleased to announce Anna Breen is going to join us in the Takahē syndicate for 2022. Anna was a
student teacher here last year and we are really looking forward to having her back at Brooklyn.
Reports
Teachers are very busy writing reports at the moment. Report comments will be a holistic summary of your
child with a valuable student reflection. If there are any areas that we think your child needs extra support
or time consolidating, we would have communicated this with you throughout the year - we believe in a 'no
surprises' approach.
It is really important to note that we gather information from a range of sources when making judgments on
where your child is at in regards to their reading, writing and maths graphs that you see on HERO. This could
be through formal assessment and what we are seeing and hearing in class during lessons, guided reading
sessions, independent work, and collaborative work to make an overall teacher judgment (OTJ). We talk
with our colleagues and moderate together to ensure your child is working at and supported at their

level. Reports and the updated progress and achievement graphs will be open for viewing on Friday 10
December.
Level 2 Restrictions
Just a reminder, we are still operating under level 2 restrictions. As a parent, if you are entering our school,
you will need to sign in on the Covid tracer app, wear your mask and socially distance by 2m while in the
playground.
We will update you if there are any changes under the traffic light system.
Staff Vaccination
You will be aware of the Public Health Order which mandates COVID-19 vaccination for all school
employees came into force last week. I am pleased to report that all 38 staff currently on the Brooklyn
School payroll have met this vaccination requirement. I am so grateful to our staff for their commitment to
the health and wellbeing of our students and colleagues. The vaccine mandate also applies to volunteers
who work with students, including parents involved in extra-curricular activities. Please contact Fee Lowndes
office@brooklynprimary.school.nz if you require any further information about these requirements.
Brooklyn School Communications Review
We have collated all your responses from the Communications Survey we sent out earlier in the year. We
have summarised this later in this newsletter.
End of Year Leavers Events
I’m sure that it hasn’t slipped your mind that the end of year is rapidly approaching. This means that our
students and teachers are in full swing organising the end of year activities to celebrate their amazing work
this year and to farewell our Year 8’s as they move onto their respective secondary schools next year. We
are working through the level 2 restrictions to ensure that we can still have lots of fun but also keep within
Covid-19 guidelines. We are going to hold a year 8 only final assembly on the evening of Wednesday 15th
December. We have to keep to a limit of 100 people, so we can only invite 1 parent. Again, if things
change due to the traffic light system, we will let you know. We are all incredibly proud of our Moa leavers
and are excited to still be able to celebrate how fantastic they all are.
Term Dates 2022
Please see below the term dates for 2022 -

Term 1
Wed 2 February-Thurs 14 April

Term 2
Monday 2 May - Friday 8 July

Teacher Only Day - 31st Jan, 1st Feb
Waitangi Day Observed Mon 7 Feb
Kahui Ako Teacher Only Day 25 March

Teacher Only Day - 3 June
Matariki Day Observed - 24 June
Parent/Teacher/ Child Conferences – 29 June

Term 3
Monday 25 July - Friday 30
September

Term 4
Monday 17 October-Friday 16
December
Labour Day - 24 October

Welcome
We would like to welcome the following students and their families to Brooklyn School
Tui Ono – Ifan Medcalf (Brother of Eira)
Moa – Mostafa Tahouf
Nga mihi

Liz

From the Board of Trustees
Brooklyn School Communications Review
In Term 2 we conducted a survey to understand more about whānau communications preferences, and received 122
responses:

What you told us:











76% read and interact via mobile phone as preferred device format.
Satisfaction with Hero is around 50% (negatives driven by previous login problems and ‘click through’ login
requirements to read attachments), whilst Seesaw satisfaction is over 70%.
Most people (64%) are not interested in a Brooklyn School Whānau Facebook group.
Most people (92%) are happy with the fortnightly newsletter, although would prefer to receive it via email
(69%).
Most people (75%) support a move toward on-line / paperless notices and forms.
Around half of respondents said they didn’t understand measurement and reporting of children’s progress &
achievement, with a similar proportion dis-satisfied with the information received.
We received a range of comments about the scheduling and format of Parent/Teacher/Child (PTC)
conferences.
Most people (60%) want a Parent Led events group.
People would like more clarity on fund raising priorities and what proceeds will be used for.
Around ⅓ of respondents want to be involved in discussions relating to the 2022-2024 strategy refresh, with
⅔ wanting visibility and consultation after the draft completed.

What we’re doing:










Optimising comms for phone viewing – with use of standardised templates, fonts and colours. We’ve had an
offer of support from a parent’s business to help us do this.
Rationalising channels – we’ll retire our use of the NZ Schools App; update and republish our guidelines on
which channel (Hero/Seesaw/Email) we use for different interaction types and publish a ‘how to’ for
common questions (e.g. alert settings). You can use the Hero App to report an absence.
Investigating an email option for newsletters, either as push from Hero or stand-alone (e.g. Mailchimp)
Progressively moving all forms and notices online.
In June we ran an information evening about how we measure and report children’s achievement and have
published the slides on the school’s website. We’ll seek to repeat this.
Reviewing approach to Parent/ Teacher/Child meetings to accommodate feedback.
Seeking volunteers to form a Parent Led events group and work with the Board to establish a terms of
reference for this group, and address the feedback about events and scheduling.
Creating the plan for refreshing the school’s strategy, including community engagement in February 2022.

From the Office
School Lunches
Our school lunch distributor – Lunchonline has informed us that the last day for school
lunches this year will be Friday 10 December.
School lunches will start up again in 2022 from Wed 16 February.
If you would like to set up an account for your child for 2022, please visit Lunchonline
Lost property
The orange lost property bin is bursting at the seams with unnamed clothing, lunchboxes and
drink bottles. These items will be placed out on the top playground each fine day this week. Any
items not collected by the end of the week will be given away to charity.

Sports

MINI POLO
"MINI POLO players wanted - Years 4-6 (Terms 4-1) - Friday's 4p.m. - 6:30p.m.
Can you swim & want to use your swimming skills? If yes, Brooklyn Primary Mini Polo
teams Brooklyn Hurricanes & Tornado want fun, energetic girls & boys to come play mini polo!
It's an energetic 20minute game and you will be playing against other Wellington primary schools.
You will be coached by David Phipps (Parent of Alexia and Nate in Takahē) and all games are at
Wellington Regional Aquatic Centre, Kilbirnie. Game times are drawn and at most you'd play 2
matches.
If you are keen to give it a go, please email David Phipps (davidphipps128@gmail.com)
with the name of your child/ren, class year and contact details.

Community Notices
January Holiday Programme
PLANiTPRO and Purchas are holding a multi
sport holiday camp over January at the Renouf
Tennis Centre in Wellington.
There are a wide variety of sports and indoor
activities offered over a 3 week period, with daily
and weekly care options available.
Learn more:
https://www.planitpro.co.nz/tours-camps/

PRE-CHRISTMAS DROP & SHOP
Bigair Gym is running its popular Pre-CHRISTMAS DROP
& SHOP HOLIDAY PROGRAMME on
Monday 20th, Tuesday 21st & Wednesday 22nd of
December 2021. Book your kids in for some active fun,
giving you time to finish work, and complete Christmas
preparations & shopping!
Spaces are limited, so book online
today! www.bigairgym.co.nz

