Newsletter No 10: Wednesday 19 June 2019
What’s coming up

JUNE

JUNE/JULY

Wed 19: Matariki Celebrations –
Tree Planting – Central Park 10am
Rooms 2 & 3 – City Gallery & Te Papa Trip
Thurs 20: Kiwi Syndicate Swimming
: Rooms 4 & 5 – City Gallery & Te Papa Trip
: BoT Meeting 7pm, Staffroom
Fri 21: Rooms 1 & 19 – City Gallery & Te Papa Trip
Mon 24 – Thurs 27: Parent/Teacher Interviews

Thurs 27: Whanau Pumanawa Group visit Te Papa/Wharewaka
9:30am – 2:30pm
Rms 8 & 13 – Trip to Te Papa
Fri 28: Winter Sports Fest @ ASB Sports Centre
Thurs 4: Moa Syndicate – Tree planting, Polhill Reserve

Fri 5: Last day of Term 2

From the Principal
Kia ora Parents/Caregivers,
We are racing through a great term of learning and we are looking forward to seeing you next
week at our Parent/Teacher Conferences. Please remember to bring along your child to this, as it is
a really important part of their learning and we all need to contribute towards developing their
learning goals. We will be releasing your child’s online report through Linc-Ed this Wednesday.
Please make sure you have booked a conference time for you and your child through the
schoolinterviews.co.nz website, please use this code to book – 6ep2r. Bookings will close at 4pm this
Thursday.
Reporting 2019
This year, we are rolling out Linc-Ed as our new way of sharing the progress and achievements of
our students with you through an online school report.
As this is a new system for assessing and goal setting, it will possibly look like there are gaps in the
data that is shared with you. This is due to the fact that previous years learning is not being taken
into account on the “curriculum wheels” that you will see on your child’s report.
This is not a reflection of what your child is able to do, rather a reflection on what their current
teacher is able to comment on based on this year’s learning. As we continue to use Linc-Ed
through your child’s time at Brooklyn, these wheels will begin to highlight learning successes and
learning goals.
For this first year, the goals that have been achieved and the goals that are set as current goals are
based on what your child is currently doing in class and what their teacher sees as important next
steps.
As your child moves through into more senior areas of the school, you may find that there is less
movement in the goals that they achieve. This is not an indication of their ability; more a reflection
of the complexity and time needed to fully grasp concepts at different stages in their learning.
If you have any questions regarding the information on your child’s report once it comes out, a
great time to address these is with your child’s classroom teacher at the Parent/Teacher interviews
the following week.

Tonight we are celebrating Mātariki. We hope you
will join us at one of the meeting points for our Star
walk. We would like to thank the organising team
for making this event possible and we look forward
to seeing you all tonight.

We have received 45 shrubs as part of our Paper For Trees recycling programme and we have
planted these throughout the school grounds.
Mātariki is a great time to plant and today we took a group of children down to Central Park to
plant our 4th tree to celebrate Mātariki. We would like to thank you for your generous donations of
food items for the Food Bank. We are still accepting items and will arrange to have these delivered.
Water Issues
Last week we had to close the school due to the lack of water. The contractors were upgrading
the water main down by the intersection of Cleveland St and Washington Ave. This was not part of
our building works and we had no notification of this so we were more than a little surprised when
the water stopped running just before lunchtime. Later on Thursday the water issue was resolved.
We would like to thank you for coming in and collecting your child.
Central Zone Cross Country Results
Congratulations to the 69 children who represented the school at the Central Zone Cross Country.
Thank you to Jo Wheeler for organising our Brooklyn team to compete.
We had 34 children enter the InterZone Cross Country yesterday at Macallister Park. To qualify for
this, the runners had to place in the top 10 at the Central Zone event. Everyone did Brooklyn School
really proud, in some very cold and muddy conditions and these were the results. Special
congratulations to Stella Bremer, Xanthe Wong, Isabella Temple, and Louis Wickremesekera for
qualifying to the regional Cross Country. Thanks again to Jo Wheeler for her superb organisation.
Placing
1st
2nd
3rd
5th
8th
9th

Girls
Stella Bremer
Grace Murfitt
Holly Parata
Sydney Wright
Gia Rangtonga
Phemie Baker

Placing
2nd
7th
9th
13th
14th

Boys
Jonty Wickremesekera
Logan Wheeler
Jonty Lyons
Edmund le Maisurier
Harry Burgess

Science Focus

This term each syndicate has had a focus on science. In the Moa Syndicate
have been teaching a range of science concepts through the lens of forensic
science. They are focusing briefly on force and motion, magnetic forces, osmosis & diffusion, water
displacement, chemical reactions, chromatography.
Conclusions are a big part of the written work that they are getting through as they need to be
able to research, explain their findings, link it to what they have observed in the experiments and
relate this to the "crimes" that they are solving using scientific terms. As part of this each class has
visited the Police Museum.
At the end of term, they will be putting a range of their science testing skills into practice to solve
our "ultimate crime scene".
The Takahe Syndicate Whanau 6 and 7 have been working on a social science Inquiry, ‘Culture
and Community’ - The Coolest Little Capital. They are also undertaking a second inquiry that will
have a science focus based around the ecology of Somes Island.

Both areas of the inquiries are integrated across the curriculum – linking social science, science,
literacy and maths. They have been looking at the changes Wellington has undertaken since the
arrival of European settlers and have visited Wellington museum and the Cable Car museum.
Topics for student inquiries have ranged from changes to Wellington’s foreshore, transport and
fashion.
This week they visited Somes Island to identify the changes it has experienced to its flora and fauna
over the last century. They will be linking this to their geometry work based around position and
direction to develop the children’s knowledge of coordinates and compass direction. Here are a
few photos of their trip.
Whanau 8 and 13 are focusing on ‘Sustainability’ on a global, national and local level. Looking at
the impacts of human behaviour on our planet and ways that we can create change.
This is integrated across Inquiry, science, maths and literacy work. Students have developed
agency around their topic. Topics chosen have ranged from plastic in the ocean, the mistreatment
of Orca whales in captivity and the impact of our consumption of palm oil on the deforestation in
Borneo.
The Kiwi Syndicate inquiry is "Staying Alive". They have inquired into how New Zealand endemic
and native birds need certain things to stay alive and how the relationship between birds, humans
and other animals can increase or decrease the birds' chances of survival. Some words that we are
unpacking are 'adaptation' 'habitat' 'ecosystems'. They are integrating this learning within most
areas of the curriculum to deepen the student's understanding and make connections. They have
visited Zealandia on Monday 13 May and have had Predator Free Brooklyn and Capital Kiwi talk
with the students too. The second half of the term is about 'taking action'. Students are designing
and presenting how they will make a difference and support the number of native plants and
animals in our community.

The Tui Syndicate inquiry focus this term is on the physical world of science. Their big question
is: How does it work? For the first 4 weeks the children had a 'tuning in' rotation around the junior
classrooms to work with different teachers who introduced the basic concepts of forces, electricity,
magnetism, light and sound waves.
Students will find out that: science is all around us and in everyday life
 with every action, there is a reaction
 there are reasons why things work so we need to ask the questions:
how? and why?
They will explain their understanding:





Use the scientific method of investigation to explore how and why
things work
Make connections to examples of physics in everyday life
Explain their understanding of how and why something works
Create a model and explain how a physical phenomenon works in
action

Property Update
We are planning to start our Harrison St driveway works starting on Monday 8th July, this is the first
day of the school holidays. This work will continue for 5 weeks. This work is to improve our access for
trucks and other construction vehicles for when we start stage 3 of our construction plan (the
demolition and rebuild of the lower classrooms).

Our contractors Southbase Construction, have an approved traffic management plan for the
Harrison St drive works. Below is a picture of their plan. This effectively converts four carparks into
contractor loading zones for the five-week duration of the works.
We apologise for the inconvenience the work will cause and thank you again for your patience
during these works as we modernise the school.
We would like to welcome these children to Brooklyn School - Joel George (brother of Nathan Rm
18), Harry Shaw, Julia Kempthorne (sister of Victoria Rm 18), Immanuel and Zoe Malo.

Principal awards 7 June 2019
Tui Syndicate
Rm 1: Kat Papunui – For always trying her best when writing
and developing greater respect in the classroom!
Rm 2: Nika Steenkamp – For caring for others and our school.
You make everyone feel respected. Thank you
Rm 3: Juliet Leonard – For excellence and commitment to her
learning through persisting in challenging tasks.
Rm 4: Charlie Blyth – For always putting on your best scientist
hat to share and explain your great thinking with the class.
Rm 5: Harrison Mather – For showing Hiranga (excellence) in
your school work and for being helpful in class.

Kiwi Syndicate
Rm 14: Ethan Gardiner – For showing our school value of
excellence/hiranga by always trying your best in everything
you do. What a wonderful role model you are! Ka Rawe.
Rm 15: Sam Clendon – For always giving her best to his work.
Sam consistently show respect and excellence. He is a joy to
have in class. Keep up the awesome work Sam!
Rm 16: Phemie Baker – For creating awesome relationships
with her classmates (not just her close friends). You care about
others and help them belong. Ka pai
Rm 18: Victoria Kempthorne – For staying focussed on your
learning to complete more tasks on time. I appreciate your
kindness and care that you show to others.

Takahe Syndicate
Rm 6: Maya Brazier – For stepping out of her comfort zone
and working on producing an amazing piece of vocabulary
work.
Rm 7: Brendon Beauchamp – For showing amazing
collaboration skills during our STEAM activity.
Rm 8: Lachlan Ballantyne – For when Mr Burdon and I told
you that out of over 100 children in the Takahe you are the
one we have seen the most growth in this year, we really did
mean that! You have such an incredibly kind heart and I’m so
very proud of you for it!
Rm 13: Natalya Bromley-Ralph- For your creativeness in your
projects and the way you include and help others to succeed.

Moa Syndicate
Rm 9: Eric McNeill – For contribution of thoughtful and
insightful commentary during literature circle discussion. Your
inquisitive nature has helped the group have some excellent
discussions.
Rm 10: Gussie Hampton – For consistently striving for and
achieving hiranga(excellence). We all benefit from your
thoughtful and insightful contributions and I personally am in
Awe of your writing talent.
Rm 11: Tennessee Armstrong – For his focus and productivity
during our short film and mystery writing. Keep up the great
work Tennessee!
Rm 12: Rachel Poulton – For always being kind and supportive
to those around you. You are a pleasure to have in Room 12.

Community Notices

Upstream – Friends of Central Park is celebrating Matariki with a glowEver wondered what Central Park is like at night time?
worm walk in Central Park.
Come and find out about this unusual creature – what is it (not a
worm!) where does it live, what does it eat, how and why does it light
up?
Join Upstream on a free guided glow worm walk. Take an easy stroll or
choose the slightly longer walk to look at the glow worms and learn
some fascinating facts about them. Choose from the following times:
a.
Friday 28 June 7.15 – 8.00
b. Friday 28 June 7.30 – 8.00 (suitable for younger children/mobility
friendly)

c.

Saturday 29 June 7.15 – 8.00
Saturday 29 June 7.30 – 8.00 (suitable for younger
children/mobility friendly)



Registration essential. Email kt@danzat.co.nz with glow worm in
the subject line to register.



Please include your name, phone number, the ages of any children
attending and preferred date and time ((a), (b), (c) or (d) above)



You will be advised about suitable torches
NB. A child is anyone 15 years or under. All children must be
accompanied by an adult. Maximum of two children to one
adult.

KELLY SPORTS TERM 3
Kelly Sports will be back in Term 3 with their fun and
exciting classes. Kelly Sports encourages children to
have fun, build confidence and to give sport a go. We
believe that sport and physical activity has so much to
offer young people; it improves fitness, develops
, communication skills, team work and gives them a place
to channel their energy.
Play Like a Sports Hero! (Yrs 1-4) – Tuesday’s 3.05pm4.05pm - Come and try 2 weeks of: Football, Hockey,
Basketball and Turbo Touch. It’s a great way to try new
sports, learn new skills and improve ability. We use
games & drills to teach game sense and team play. Your
child will learn the fundamental skills for all sports –
throwing, running, jumping, striking, balance and many
more – all while having a great time!
For full details and to enrol into our programmes
visit www.kellysports.co.nz or call 04 9727201
email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz

