Newsletter No. 10

Wednesday 4 July 2018

What’s Coming Up
JULY
Wednesday 4 July – Matariki celebrations
Friday 6 July – Last day of Term
Monday 23 July – Term 3 starts
Thursday 26 July – Swimming sports at
Karori Pool (notice is included in this
newsletter)
AUGUST
Thursday 9th – BOT meeting, staffroom 7pm

Our Moa syndicate speech winners (l-r)
Paul (3rd), Rosa (2nd), Eleni (1st) Sophie (4th)

Below - Tree planting at Central Park.
Every year Brooklyn students plant a tree at Central Park until 7 trees are planted to
represent the 7 stars of Mātariki. This year we planted our 3rd tree. Thanks to WCC
and The Friends of Central Park for helping out.

From the Principal
This has been an incredible term of learning including science demonstrations, visits to the
Zoo, speeches, Mindfulness lessons, parent/teacher interviews, swimming lessons, cross
country events and culminating with our annual Mātariki evening tonight. Please remember
to bring your own cup as we are actively trying to cut down on our waste. We would like to
thank the organizing team who have helped make this event possible. Today Clint and I
accompanied a group of children down to Central Park and we planted a tree to celebrate
Mātariki. This is our third tree we have planted there. It is our aim to plant seven trees over
the next few years to align with the seven Mātariki stars.
Science Demonstrations
The Moa science demonstrations were amazing and overall they are of a really high
standard. They shared their demonstrations with the rest of the school last week. It was
evident a lot of work had gone into these projects and the students demonstrated a
thorough understanding of their topic.
Speech Competition
Last week we held the Moa Speech Competition. The speeches were of a really high
standard and we were so impressed with the content and delivery. The classes had
selected 12 finalists for the competition. The topics ranged from sustainable clothing,
issues with Palm Oil, sustainable gardening and saving bees, just to name a few.
Congratulations goes to: Eleni Prebble- 1st place
Rosa McGann- 2nd place
Paul Austin- 3rd place
Sophie Corry-4th Place
Highly Commended goes to Gussie Hampton, Janaya Ravji, Rebecca Lichtner, Ben
Ballantyne, Mirabelle Brooks, Adelyn Lunman, Amy
Gasson and Brook Assur.
Road Crossing
We supervise the school pedestrian crossing both before
and after school each day. We would like to remind the
children to use this crossing if they are crossing
Washington Avenue. Please could you have a talk with
your child/ren about their road crossing as we want
everyone to stay safe.

Learning Conferences
Thank you very much for your participation in these very important conferences. We highly
value the partnership in your child's education and it was excellent to have such a high
level of attendance.
Recent Teachers Union Meeting
Again, thank you very much for your support of our staff and making arrangements for the
care of your child. We all appreciate the disruption this will have caused. Education in

New Zealand has a number of challenges facing it right now and we hope sustainable
solutions and a credible plan is developed to address the significant issues.
2019 Intentions
It is the time of the year when we commence our detailed planning for 2019. I would
greatly appreciate knowing, as soon as possible, if:
1. you are unsure if your child/ren will be enrolled in 2019
2. your child/ren will definitely not be attending in 2019 (not necessary for our current Year
8 students)
3. you have any children turning five and enrolling in 2019.
Please email us on office@brooklynprimary.school.nz to let us know your plans for 2019.
The Arts
Next term we have a focus on the Arts curriculum. The arts learning area comprises four
disciplines: dance, drama, music – sound arts, and visual arts. Within each, students
develop literacies as they build on skills, knowledge, attitudes, and understandings at each
of the eight levels of the curriculum. Through arts practices and the use of traditional and
new technologies, students’ artistic ideas are generated and refined through cycles of
action and reflection.
Each discipline is structured around four interrelated strands: Understanding the Arts in
Context, Developing Practical Knowledge in the arts, Developing Ideas in the arts,
and Communicating and Interpreting in the arts. The achievement objectives for each
discipline reflect its distinct body of knowledge and practices. By building on and revisiting
learning from previous levels, arts programmes in each discipline provide progressions of
learning opportunities in all four strands. This spiral process ensures that students’ learning
is relevant, in-depth, and meaningful.
Over the course of years 1–8, students will learn in all four disciplines.
During the course of the term the children will engage in calendar art and we will have our
Dance Splash and Artsplash groups performing in the week of 17-21 September.
We would like to welcome - Selena Vallabh, Kiaan Vallabh, Neal He and Lasse Gunther.
We would like to wish you all a safe holiday break and we look forward to seeing you all
back ready for term 3 on Monday 23rd July.

Board Update – June 2018
Setting a Strategic Direction
With the building project advancing rapidly, the Leadership and Board are using this as a catalyst
to review the current vision and strategic direction of the School. Brooklyn School has some
unique challenges and we need to ensure that our vision and direction are the most appropriate
and reflective of our community. Liz Rhodes led the Board through a workshop exercise to
understand the challenges, and how we can address them. This is being repeated with the
Leadership Team and then staff. Once the direction has been further developed, this will be
shared with the school community.

Building Project
Tenders closed on the 20th of June. These are now being evaluated by the Ministry of
Education and project team. The Board is yet to see the details of the tender, however it is a
pleasing milestone to have achieved.
The Board also received a detailed professional development programme for staff to assist with
the transition to the new Innovative Learning Environments. One of the lessons we have taken
from other schools is the importance of making sure the staff, children, and families have the
information and resources they need to adapt to the changed approach to learning.
We still expect the construction to start later this year.
Landscape Plan
The Board has now received the master plan for the whole school. This was informed by a
workshop earlier in the term. A copy of the plan is now on our website under the Property
Update section. The Board agreed to focus on the tree area and its interface with the Astroturf
and basketball courts, as these are largely unaffected by the rebuild. We will have a further
workshop with interested parents early in Term 3.
The funds raised from the last two school fairs will be used for this project. We will also be
seeking grants and doing fundraising for further stages of the work.
We welcome your feedback. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact
us by email or via the School Office - bot@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Our next meeting is scheduled for 7.00 pm Thursday 9 August in the Staff Room.

Board of Trustees: Dan Ormond (Chairperson), Liz Rhodes (Principal), Mary-Ann Butterfield,
Debbie Chitty, Chandra Littlewood, Nick Simcock, Mark Vivian and Glen Burdon (Teacher
Representative).

Principal Awards – 22 June 2018
Tui Syndicate
Rm 1: Olivia Lyons – making fantastic progress in Reading.
You are recognising lots of words you know and reading
them with confidence.
Rm 2: Amelie Cameron – For always playing fairly and
kindly with others.
Rm 3: Cora Langford – For the kind and helpful ways that
she helps her classmates.
Rm 4: Lars Walton – For working really hard to learn lots of
words and sharing his great lizard inquiry in Rm 4.
Rm 5: Louis Bridgman – For the hautūtanga (leadership)
that you are showing in Ruma Rima.
Kiwi Syndicate
Rm 14: Xavier Hills – For an amazing science presentation
to the Kiwi syndicate. Fantastic learning!
Rm 15: Brooke Walker – For your enthusiasm towards
writing. You are including lots of ambitious vocabulary and
consistently checking your work. Ka pai
Rm 16: Lucy Clendon – What a brilliant cross country
runner you are! Congratulations on your achievement and
for qualifying for regionals.
Rm 18: Elizabeth Ruffell – For the effort that you put into
creating your pastel self-portrait. It looks amazing!
Takahe Syndicate
Rm 6: Jessica Leslie – Who demonstrates niwha when
faced with challenges. Ka pai
Rm 7: Dimitra Stathokostas – For displaying empathy,
respect and kindness. You are a role model and Rm 7 is
lucky to have you!
Rm 8: Alyssa Fa’aea – For your endless kindness and
compassion for others. You have a huge heart, and you are
not afraid to step up to help others.
Rm 13: Lexi Vivian – For having an excellent work ethic in
her individual work and collaborative group.
Moa Syndicate
Rm 9: William Chung – For the incredible effort you put into your
speech, you did an amazing job! Keep it up!
Rm 10: Jessica Gardiner – For her niwha and tapatahi. She has
been really stepping up as a leader and took a risk sharing her
Feuerstein with the class.
Rm 11: Louis Case – For demonstrating rapu by asking questions,
seeking feedback and being proactive when working on his
science demonstration.
Rm 12: Yahan Sun – Ka mau te wehi on your speech. You worked
really hard and did an amazing job! Te manawanui, Kia Kaha!

+

Year 4- 8 SWIMMING SPORTS 2018
Thursday 26th July 2018
Karori Pool
4 July 2018

Dear Parents/ Caregivers,
This year the school swimming sports are being at Karori Pool on Thursday 26th July 2018.
The students from year 4-8 who are able to swim a length in one or more disciplines will have a
chance to compete and are encouraged to enter. A swimmer can only enter a maximum of 3
races. If a swimmer enters breaststroke or butterfly they will need to compete in the competitive
section at Central Zone for all their races should they qualify in the top two placings. There is no
non-competitive breaststroke or butterfly at Central Zone. Each race they enter will earn two house
points and the top 5 placings will also receive house points. We will choose our year 4-8
swimmers to compete at the Central Zones on Monday 20th August from the results of this event.
The programme for the day will commence at 10.00am and finish at around 12noon. We will leave
school by bus at 9am and return around 12.40pm. All swimmers are to be changed and seated in
the stand by 9:50am. The cost for pool entry and the bus will be added to the terms activity fee.
Programme (We will start with the year 4’s in each event and work our way through the years
groups finishing with the year 8’s.)
10.00am - Free Style Length Heats
Free Style Length Finals
2 Length Freestyle
2 Length Freestyle Finals
11.00am- Backstroke length heats
Backstroke length Finals
11.30am- Competition races
Length Breast Stroke- all years
Length Butterfly- all years
11.45am- House Relays
(note these times my change slightly so get to the pool early to make sure you see the races)
Please make sure your child brings along their swimming togs, towel, drink, extra snacks and
warm clothes. You are welcome to come along to watch and support your child in this fun
swimming event. We have been advised that there is no spectator fee to enter the pool.
Kind regards,
Glen Burdon

Community notices
Brooklyn School Music lessons by Primary School Teacher, Mark Madle.
● Guitar/Ukulele ● Drums ● Violin ● Keyboards/Piano ● Singing ● Drama
● Clarinet/Recorder/Harmonica ● Sampler Class-try it all! (very popular!)
INTRODUCTORY DISCOUNT:
Please email before 13 July to secure a Term 3 place and grab a $60 DISCOUNT – 1st lesson free.

Contact Mark on 0273147876 or (04) 2368737

School Holiday Fun with Entertainment!
The Entertainment™ membership gives you access to thousands of up to 50% off and 2-for1 offers for Wellington/Manawatu restaurants, cafés and attractions. So much to do in the
book for these school holidays!
To order your Book or Digital Membership online visit:
http://www.entbook.co.nz/104w296
Alternatively, please contact Joanne Goulin on: 04 3896758
Email: accounts@brooklynprimary.school.nz
“Every Entertainment™ Membership we sell, $13 contributes to our fundraising.
Please tell your family and friends. Thank you for your support!

