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Nau mai haere mai and happy term three!
We thank you for making time to meet with us last term at the conferences. It was wonderful
to celebrate your child’s progress and actually have time to ‘see’ each other and talk. We hope
you have had a wonderful break with your whānau. We are extremely excited about Term
Three. Read on to find out more about the awesome learning experiences ahead.
As you may have read in your HERO updates, Liz has asked that all students in Years 3-8 wear
masks to begin the term. Could you please support your child in bringing one to school each
day.
As always, please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
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Our learning in Term Three
Inquiry - Pūrākau

We explore the four elements of The Arts: visual art, music, dance and drama. We begin the
term with Calendar Art and appreciate your support in this annual fundraiser. The kaiako will
then focus on one of the elements of the arts and the students will rotate through these.
Our school production will be held in week ten of this term on Thursday 29 September. We will
be telling the stories/pūrākau of our local history with te ao Māori at the fore. These stories
are all on show at the back of our school and in our library. We look forward to learning more
about dance, drama and music during the beginning stages of the term to support our final
performance. We will be supported by Kirsty Parun in dance education.
Our Kapa Haka festival is on Tuesday 9 August at Wellington College, which allows students to
learn culture and perform at the same time, whānau are most welcome to watch on this day.
We will integrate our outings for the term with the arts. The students will attend a musical
showcase at Wellington College in week one, we have a performance coming to school in week
three, and in week nine, we head to watch ‘Frozen’ as a live performance with Stars on Stage.
This is becoming an annual event for Kiwi and we have two Brooklyn students performing in
this too, which is extra exciting.
If you have a passion for the arts, get in touch, we’d love to have you involved in the learning. It
would also be a great opportunity to share any stories that are special to your family. You may
have seen a post on Seesaw last term titled ‘Our Culture - Celebrating Diversity’ - please take
time to post this as we will use these in our learning.

Physical Education
We head to the ASB stadium to learn more about: turbo touch, dodgeball, athletics and have
fun with the inflatables. We will have eight sessions during four weeks (week 3-6 on Mondays).
When we are not at the ASB we will be learning more about working as a team in collaborative
games at school. Our school swimming sports will happen in Week Three for our Year 4-8s,
more information will come out regarding this. We also have softball skills and cricket skills
happening through outside organisations later in the term for one session each.
We are excited about the Commonwealth Games and will follow with interest and integrate
into our learning where possible.
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Literacy
After the huge success of Harry Potter week last term, we have decided to create a Chapter
Chat focus around Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (book one). The students love the
agency that comes with completing the activities related to the text and we are impressed with
the time management and organisation they have shown through this context.
Students' writing will be focused on Poetry, Chapter Chat activities, local stories, gratitude
writing and ‘free writing’. We have found that the student’s writing is becoming more and more
integrated, meaning you will find it in most subjects, not just their ‘writing book’. Teachers will
continue to explicitly teach phonics.
Students will continue to be supported with guided reading sessions at their level and those
students will come home with reading books from the teacher. Reading to your child is just as
powerful as your child reading alone. Finding a book that you both enjoy creates a connection
that you can chat about and is such a simple way to create joy in learning!
Students will be sharing their ideas with lots of speaking and listening this term. We love oral
language opportunities and see this term as lending itself beautifully to lots of talking!

Maths
We begin the term by learning more about measurement: time and temperature. It would be
great if you could support the reading of clocks both analogue and digital at home and ensure
your child has a good grasp of this by the end of the year. We look into reading temperature
and measure the change in temperature. If you have a device at home to measure you could
keep a record of the temperature inside and outside for a week.
In the second half of the term we learn more about geometry: space and shape. This means
that students will group shapes with similar attributes, and explain why certain shapes are
suitable for their purpose in the everyday world. What can you spot out and about? Why is a
car wheel shaped in such a way? What shapes do we see in buildings in our area? Why? If we
pull apart boxes what will they look like (nets). It’s great to chat about how these areas of
maths link to your job and things you need to know to support everyday experiences.

Garden to Table

This term we will be taking our learning outside of the classroom with the Garden to Table
programme, aiming to help our tamariki understand how to grow, harvest, prepare and share
kai. We will be teaching gardening and cooking skills, while also building awareness of
responsibility for our environment with links to the curriculum; reading recipes and allocating
tasks, weighing and measuring ingredients using our maths skills, as well as exploring the
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garden, an awesome place to incorporate science. We will be building the programme in Kiwi
Pukupuku to start, with Kiwi Roroa joining in term four. We can’t wait to share all of our new
learning with you, watch this space!

Teacher Professional Development
As part of professional learning this year, we have been implementing a new approach to
teaching and learning in mathematics. You may have heard your child say they are working in
small groups, and teachers’ comments in the mid-year reports might have alluded to how your
child co-operates and learns alongside others. Hannah has been taking on some part time
study through Massey University and learning more about the model of ambitious maths
teaching called DMIC (Developing Mathematical Inquiry Communities). We know this
approach supports all students and allows them to make connections to maths and their world
by working with others. Read more about DMIC here. We have been overwhelmed with the
positive feedback from the students around how they are enjoying learning maths.
Here are some student comments from the end of term two: I really like maths in our group. It’s
really challenging for me but I get to hear other people’s ideas in maths. I am learning from them
and they are learning from me. I really like that thing we are doing with A B C D (MoveNProve) - it
makes me think. I have a bit of think time. That’s what I like about it. I stay in the pause for a while
so I can defend my thinking.
It’s great that you’re explaining the words for us in the problem, you’re not telling us the answer
but helping us to know the tricky words. I like sorting out maths with my group.
I like how you’ve put us in groups because we can learn from each other.
I like the choice in the maths. Like yesterday, we got to choose the maths problem that we got to
do. I have a clearer mind about what to do in my maths, I feel I can just get stuck into it. Also the
opportunities to have fun - sometimes you don’t know you’re learning. I also like learning from
other people, it gives you a new view on the maths problem.
Teachers are continuing their journey in learning more te Reo Māori, with their own lessons
learning te Reo each week this term. We love learning and being explicit with the students that
we are all learning and growing is powerful. Students will be supported with learning new
phrases and words in class.
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Student voice - reflecting on Term Two
I loved/learned/hope to do more of…
I liked doing coding this year and I would love to do more. I have also liked doing
P.E outside. I love going outside and getting more fresh air and exercise. Leo
I loved doing our Matariki art because we put so much effort into it and it was so
much fun. I made a Matariki star (waiti) with a waterfall and fish in it. Eira
I have loved doing our maths. We work in small groups and I love learning from
other people. I liked doing the Hāngī maths in the last week of term because we
used all our basic facts and there was an opportunity for everyone to be part of
it. Joel
I loved science and doing experiments. I also loved learning more about animals
and visiting the zoo. I got to see a red panda! I have never seen one before. Ollie
D.
I liked doing the paper weaving because it was a good challenge and I could see
cool patterns. Leo H
I liked completing the Matariki task board. I liked learning how to do the poi
routine. Sophie.
I liked learning more about Fairy Tales. We used the Depth and Complexity icons
to help us learn more. There were some Fairy Tales that I didn’t even know about
plus we got to listen to my favourite Fairy Tale - Little Red Riding Hood. Lola.
I would love to do even more writing next term because I really enjoy writing. My
favourite is to write fiction stories. Juno.
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Reminders
Sports Shoes

Your child will need to wear/bring sports
shoes to school each day.

Water bottle

We encourage your child to bring a named
drink bottle full of water each day.

Let’s begin

Your child needs to be at school after 8:30am
and before 8:55am.

Health

We would love it if your child could bring in
one box of tissues to class (if you haven’t
already).
Students will need to wear masks at school
to begin the term please.

Litterless
lunches
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Important Dates in Term Three
(Please note these dates may change or be added to, check the school calendar for up to date
details)
Friday 29 July

Musical Showcase at Wellington College

Monday 8 August

Performance at school
ASB Sports sessions 1 and 2

Tuesday 9 August

Kapa Haka Performance, Wellington College

Thursday 11 August

School Swimming Sports (Year 4-8)

Monday 15 August

ASB Sports sessions 3 and 4

Friday 19 August

Reunification Drill at school
Last day for Calendar Art orders

Monday 22 August

ASB Sports sessions 5 and 6

Tuesday 23 August

Central Zone Swimming

Monday 29 August

ASB sport sessions 7 and 8

Thursday 22 September

Interzone Swimming
Softball Session

Friday 23 September

Frozen Performance - Lower Hutt Little Theatre

Thursday 29 September

School Production at Wellington High School

NZ events and language weeks
We will try to integrate these events into our learning where possible
28 July - 8 August

Commonwealth Games

31 July - 6 August

Cook Islands Language Week

5 - 11 September

Conservation Week

4 - 10 September

Tongan Language Week

12 - 18 September

Te Wiki o te Reo Māori

25 September - 2 October

NZ Chinese Language Week
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Costs in Term Three
ASB Sports (8x sessions, coaches and buses)

$23.00

Performance visit at school (cost of performance)

$5.00

Frozen Performance (entry and bus to and from)

$ 11.00

Year 4 Swimming Sports (bus to and from)

$ 5.00

Wellington College Musical Showcase (bus to and from)

$5.00

Kiwi Contact Details
Kiwi
Pukupuku

Hannah Steel
(Syndicate Leader)

hannah.steel@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Merata
Hay-Newnham

merata.hay-newnham@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Anita Patel

anita.patel@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Roroa

Kate Jackson

Jane Beagley

kate.jackson@brooklynprimary.school.nz

jane.beagley@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Office
Fee Lowndes
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