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Nau mai haere mai to Term Rua
Welcome back to school for Term Two. We hope you had a lovely break with your whānau.
We will continue to support your child’s wellbeing and happiness. We appreciate your support
during term one with mask wearing and keeping up the optimism. We are impressed with the
tamariki’s resilience and capacity to handle change. We like to think of school as an extension
of home and encourage that connection in our learning.
Please note, there are four days this term where the school is closed due to a public holiday,
teacher only day and parent/student/teacher conferences. Read on to find out more about:
our learning in term two, reminders, student voice and important dates.

Kiwi Syndicate Newsletter
Term 2

Brooklyn School
Take up the challenge | Mauria te taki

1

Our learning in Term 2
Inquiry

We are delving into the exciting world of science this term. We have purchased a resource
named ‘STEMSTARS’ that has been created with the support of Nanogirl. This resource allows
us to integrate Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) in fun and hands-on ways.
The students will explore:
●
●
●
●

Smell - rongo kakara
Flotation - māntutanga
Navigation - te whakatere
Rockets - ngā tākirirangi

We will integrate Māori into our learning with new vocabulary and Māori myths relating to the
science focus.
In the later half of the term we will learn more about the Living World. The tamariki will be
learning about life processes and learning to recognise that all living things have certain
requirements so they can stay alive. The students will appreciate that scientists ask questions
about the world that lead to investigations and that open mindedness is important because
there may be more than one explanation (nature of science - understanding about science).
We will head to the Wellington Zoo to learn more about animal adaptations. As you can
imagine this learning will lend itself to some exciting and creative learning - we will wait and
watch as the students guide the learning in a direction of their choice. We will need parent
support for our trip and will send a request for help on HERO soon.
We would love to hear from you if you have a keen interest in or have a job relating to science!
It’s great to have whānau involved in our learning programmes.

Physical Education
Swimming: A letter has been posted on HERO last term outlining our swimming sessions this
term, please refer to this for more information.
Cross Country: The students will be training for our school cross country this term. We use this
as an opportunity to discuss goal setting and our school value of resilience. Please refer to
important dates at the bottom of this document to see when the running events will take place.
We would love to see you there. More information will come out on HERO soon.
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Literacy
We will be reading different Fairy Tales and unpacking them using Dr Sandra Kaplan’s Depth
and Complexity Icons. We are teaching the students to think critically about ideas in the tales.
We can see literacy and science integrating well with the likes of Jack and the Beanstalk and
animals from different stories. Please read some of those Fairytales you have at home so your
child can be refreshed with the themes, characters and plot.
Students' writing will be a mixture of science procedures, fairy tale activities, gratitude writing
and free choice writing. We have found that the student’s writing is becoming more and more
integrated, meaning you will find it in most subjects, not just their ‘writing book’. Teachers will
be explicitly teaching phonics.
Students will continue to be supported with guided reading sessions at their level and those
students will come home with reading books from the teacher. Reading to your child is just as
powerful as your child reading alone. Finding a book that you both enjoy creates a connection
that you can chat about and is such a simple way to create joy in learning!
Students will be sharing their ideas with lots of speaking and listening this term. We love oral
language opportunities and see this term as lending itself beautifully to lots of talking!
Eehuey Lim will continue teaching Library Literacy and Mandarin during teacher release time.

Maths
Our maths focus this term will be Proportions and Ratios (with fraction knowledge) for five
weeks. We will use contexts the students can relate to to solve problems relating to fractions
of lengths, whole numbers and sets of things. In the second half of the term, students will
focus on probability and explore the chance of something happening. They will learn more
about the language relating to possible outcomes.
Jane Beagley will lead Financial Literacy learning through the programme Banqer. Students
have their own log-ins and work to understand more about money, the importance of saving
and how to problem solve with needs and wants. We ask you to support your child in
completing their Mathletics work at home, to support in-class learning. Dice games such as
Greedy Pig are great to learn about probability. You can work together on fractions of wholes
(cutting the sandwich/pizza into equal parts) or fractions of sets such as different coloured
pegs from the whole packet. Your child’s number knowledge goals are on Seesaw.

Māori
We are learning about vocabulary and a Māori myth relating to our inquiry then we will learn
more about how to explain the weather (huarere). We will focus on our new National holiday,
Matariki near the end of the term. Our school celebrates this with a community evening in the
last week of school. Matua Breach will also be in once a week during teacher release, to teach
the students te Reo and tikanga.
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Teacher Professional Development
Our professional development this year is based around Culturally Responsive Practice. For us
this means knowing and understanding all our learners, appreciating and using the diverse
cultures and interests of our tamariki and whānau in our learning. We are learning and using
more Te Reo, understanding more about our local history and integrating this into our learning.
We have whole school professional development with Kathe from Core Education, who
supports us in our journey here. We are wanting to ensure all students feel their cultures are
valued in our learning space. Our teacher only days this year are also related to this focus.
For your interest: NZ Sign Language Week is 9-15 May. Samoan Language week is celebrated on
Sunday 29 May – Saturday 4 June 2022.

We are keen to learn more about whānau culture. If you are keen to share more about this we
would love to hear from you.

Eid Mubarak! We wish our Muslim community a very happy time celebrating the
end of Ramadan.

Student voice - reflecting on Term One
I loved/learned/hope to do more of…
I loved learning spelling because it is fun, I did some at home too! Ella
I can’t wait to do more maths because I have a passion for it. I’m looking forward to doing
percentages and square roots. Carlos
I like EOTC week because there was a trip to Te Papa and we went to Red Rocks. That week
was lots of fun. Molly
I liked Sea Week because we got to make those cool fish! Maddie
I loved our trips, I really love going outside of school to different places. Luke
I liked going to Te Papa because I liked doing the scavenger hunt. I learnt about the different
types of Kiwis and I got to see Kiwi Pukupuku and Roroa! Lucy
I made lots of new friends last term in my class. I love being at school because I’m learning so
much. Harry J
I liked doing the trip to Sustainability Trust. I liked making the Beeswax wraps. I have used
mine in my lunchbox! Marnie.
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Reminders
Sports Shoes

Your child will need to wear/bring sports
shoes to school each day.

Water bottle

We encourage your child to bring a named
drink bottle full of water each day.

Let’s begin

Your child needs to be at school after 8:30am
and before 8:55am.

A tissue issue

We would love if your child could bring in one
box of tissues to class.

Swimming

Tamaraki will need their swimming gear
every Monday, starting week two and the
final session is Monday of week ten.
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Important Dates in Term Two
(Please note these dates may change, check the school calendar for up to date details)
Monday 9 May

Kiwi Swimming

Monday 16 May

Kiwi Swimming

Friday 20 May

Pink Shirt Day - Bully Free NZ Week

Monday 23 May

Kiwi Swimming

Thursday 26 May

School Cross Country (ppt. 2 June)

Friday 27 May

Kiwi Zoo Trip

Monday 30 May

Kiwi Swimming

Friday 3 June

Teacher Only Day (school closed)

Monday 6 June

Queen’s Birthday (school closed)

Wednesday 8 June

Central Zone Cross Country (ppt. 10 June)

Monday 13 June

Kiwi Swimming

Tuesday 14 June

Interzone Cross Country (ppt. 16 June)

Monday 20 June

Kiwi Swimming

Friday 24 June

Matariki Holiday (school closed)
Mid Year Reports released on HERO

Monday 27 June

Kiwi Swimming

Wednesday 29 June

Parent/Child/Teacher Conferences (school closed for instruction)

Monday 4 July

Kiwi Swimming

Tuesday 5 July

School Photos
Regional Cross Country (ppt. 7 July)

Wednesday 6 July

School Photos
Matariki Celebrations (ppt. 7 July)

Friday 8 July

End of Term Two - school finishes at 3pm
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Costs in Term Two
Swimming

$ 56.00

Zoo Trip

$ TBC

Bus to school cross country

$ TBC

Kiwi Contact Details
Kiwi
Pukupuku

Hannah Steel
(Syndicate Leader)

hannah.steel@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Merata
Hay-Newnham

merata.hay-newnham@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Anita Patel

anita.patel@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Roroa

Kate Jackson

Jane Beagley

kate.jackson@brooklynprimary.school.nz

jane.beagley@brooklynprimary.school.nz

Office
Fee Lowndes
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