Newsletter No.5

Wednesday 4th April 2018

What’s Coming Up
APRIL
Thursday 5th
Appetites Fundraiser 7pm School Hall
Monday 9th
Kiwi Syndicate Whānau Morning Tea
Vision Screening Programme Year 7
Tuesday 10th
School Photos
Futsal Tournament Year 7 & 8
Wednesday 11th
School Photos
Thursday 12th
Futsal Tournament Year 5 & 6
Friday 13th
Last Day Term 1
Monday 30th
First Day Term 2

Welcome New Students
Welcome New Entrants:
Neve Brown –sister of Isla Year 3 &
Tessa Vesin – sister of Leen Year 4

Tui sandpit is having a makeover –
doesn’t it look nice!

From our Principal
Naumai e te whanau o te kura Brooklyn
Tena koutou katoa
We hope you all had a relaxing Easter
break and we are looking forward to
Futsal Tournaments for Year 5-8 April
10th, Year 3-4 April 12th as well as our
school photos next week.
Brooklyn School Fundraiser-Appetites
This is your last chance to purchase a
ticket to our next event called
Appetites held here at Brooklyn School
tomorrow night. This is a fabulous
community evening. Each one of the
authors will speak on the theme of
Appetites and we are lucky enough to
have Kathryn Ryan as our MC. There is
also an opportunity to purchase books
from the authors on the night. It really is
an enjoyable evening. Tickets are $25
(includes refreshments), these are
available through the school office. We
will use any monies raised for reading
books.
School Sandpit
You may have been past our
rejuvenated sandpit on the top
playground. We are delighted with the
results. Our thanks go out to Chandra
Littlewood for her help in this project.
School Photos
Next week on the 10th and 11th April we
have our school photos. If you would
like a photo of your child with their
sibling you will need to fill in a separate
order form, these are available through
the school office.

Staffing Update
After 7 years at Brooklyn school Lois
Crawford our Office Manager has
decided it is time to move on. Lois will be
leaving us at the end of the term as she
has a position in the private sector. We
would like to thank her very much for
keeping our office running smoothly and
efficiently and we wish her well in her
new endeavours.
Student and Teacher Wellbeing: Mindfulness
As a result of our ongoing focus on improving
our student’s well-being and after
consultation with our parent community, in
term 2 all children will be taking part in a
programme that will improve their
mindfulness skills. We have engaged a tutor
who has been trained in the Pause, Breathe,
Smile Programme and who has experience
providing similar programmes in a range of
schools in the Wellington area. The feedback
we have from those schools who have
participated has been extremely positive.
Mindfulness exercises are ways of paying
attention to the present moment, using
techniques like meditation and breathing.
Training helps students and teachers to
become more aware of their thoughts,
feelings, and body sensations so that instead
of being overwhelmed by them, they are
better able to manage them.
Research shows that participation in a
mindfulness programme:
 Improves focus and attention for
better learning outcomes
 Increases calm and student wellbeing
 Improves self-control
 Enhances self-awareness and prosocial behaviour
 Reduces anxiety and boosts resilience


Decreases stress and burnout

Teachers will take part in the programme
and as a result will be able to continue
using mindfulness as part of the everyday
programme long after the tutor has left,
along with also hopefully benefiting from
the exercises themselves.

Principals Awards – 23 March

Congratulations!
Tui Syndicate
Room 1: Camryn Wheeler – has a fantastic attitude to school
& is making great progress in reading & writing
Room 2: Lillian Cavanaugh – amazing writing using capitals,
full stops & super sounding out
Room 3: Millie Temple – the independent & self-driven way
in which she works on activities
Room 4: Sophie Liu – being focused & giving her best effort
in all areas of learning
Room 5: Arlie Marriot – a fantastic effort that she is putting
into everything she does at school

Kiwi Syndicate
Room 14: Sarah-Kate Gestro – is self-managing her learning,
supporting other learners & generally is being a fantastic role
model
Room 15: Luca Riddle – his focus & hardwork during learning
time. He is fun & loves learning which is great to see
Room 16: Laila Upton – being super positive, working well
independently & in groups & never giving up when learning
becomes tricky
Room 18: Natalya Bromley-Ralph – for being kind & caring.
We appreciate her willingness to always support others in
Room 18

Takahe Syndicate
Room 6: Chloe Armstrong – demonstrating “ true grit” &
resilience during the team relays on athletics day
Room 7: Ella Weston - has been inspiring to see her step up
& find her voice around our ANZAC learning. Miss Schuele
admires the confidence she has shown
Room 8: Olivia Burgess – her quiet determination in her
learning is an example to the whole class of what great
learning is
Room 13: James McArtney – has shown that with
determination, motivation & making good choices you can
st
succeed. Congratulations on being the 1 to complete the
square chart

Moa Syndicate
Room 10: Luka Morgan Jones – having such a positive
attitude to school &showing waewae kaikapua (risk taking) in
his learning &the people he has chooses towork with
Room 12: Lucia Seaton West – demonstrating niwha
towards all of her learning & having a positive attitude
everyday

Education Review
The Government has launched the Education Conversation | Kōrero Mātauranga
and wants to hear the views of all New Zealanders who have an interest in
education.
The conversation needs to hear voices from all parts of the community, including
children, young people, adult learners and those with learning support needs, their
parents, whānau, communities, Māori, Pasifika, teachers, researchers and
education leaders at all levels, disability organisations, and employers and industry.
The Education Conversation | Kōrero Mātauranga, which was launched by the
Prime Minister, Rt Hon. Jacinda Ardern, on 23 March.
An online public survey has also been launched and everyone is encouraged to
have their say. The survey is available at conversation.education.govt.nz.
The first question is:
If you were the boss of education in New Zealand, what would you do first?
To join the conversation on social media #EdConvo18.

Congratulations!

Winners of the Y7/8 Wellington
Total Touch Competition
Brooklyn School took out of the final of the
Wellington competition with a compelling 5-0 victory
over Karori.
Congratulations Boys
Back Row L-R Oli, William, Louis, Ryan
Front Row L-R Arthur, Patrick, Ben
Hats off to coach Nick Julian

Underwater Hockey (UWH) March Tournament
The Underwater hockey season got off to a great start with a substantial team (lots of new players)
winning the first tournament of the year and taking away Gold medals in their first outing. Brooklyn was
competing against six other school teams. An outstanding effort. We are fortunate to a lot of very keen
newer players to the game, as well as some outstanding senior players this year. This will be an interesting
year for sure.
With strong performance in the first games, Brooklyn was put into the top draw. And rightly so. First up in
the “sudden death round”: Wellesley College; - a tense end to end battle, but a good win 4/1. Semi-final up
next: Chilton St James – another solid game and another good result and a 4/2 win. In the final, Brooklyn
faced off again against a determined Wellesley College (again) out for revenge.
That said, well done to ALL players – experienced and new. Congratulations for the determined and great
effort of all the players. Most Valuable Player of the Day – Cameron Jones. Top Scorer – 4x goals: Maya
Dobson; Scorers - Clare Savage, Daniel Ewers, Cameron Jones, Louis Case, Dominic Heitger, Keira Seath,
Josh Dee & Mathew Beauchamp. And just as important: top effort to the rest of the team who attacked
and defended with energy and enthusiasm: Jessica Gardiner, Rachel Poulton, Tom Curtain, Luke Johnson,
Paige Scoble, Hamish Wright, James Ma and Jarvis Neal.
And a special thanks to Jessica and Dominic, who helped out Scots College who were short players, in two
of their later games. That’s greats a sporting attitude. Well done.
A great effort and a great bunch of kids – even if they did throw me in the pool. So now we look forward to
the next UWH Tournament in late April (Saturday the 19th May - after the school holidays).
Carl Savage
Brooklyn School Underwater Hockey Coordinator

Get your Entertainment Membership NOW to help
Brooklyn School raise much needed funds!
Help us raise funds by buying an Entertainment Membership from us. You'll receive
hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love to do, and help our fundraising
at the same time. Hurry, Entertainment Memberships sell out quickly.

SUPPORT US NOW

School Library News
The library has been busy in term one. There are lots of new books and eager children keen to read them.
Lunchtimes as always are busy… as well as reading, our new Lego and Lego tape and wooden construction
blocks are proving very popular.
Student Librarians
A dedicated group of student librarians help out during lunchtimes. We are fortunate to have so many keen
Year 7 & 8 students willing to give up their time to help keep the library running efficiently.

Kids’ Lit Quiz
Eight Moa students will be competing in two teams in this event next week. They are Sophie Corry, Paul
Austin, Maddy Jobson, Anna Reilly, Eleni Prebble, Louis Case, Jake Cheney and Sophie Lee.
The Kids' Lit Quiz is an annual literature quiz for students aged 10 - 13 years. Quizzes are held in New
Zealand, Australia, Canada, Nigeria, Singapore, South Africa, Indonesia, United Kingdom and USA. The
winning team from each heat competes in a National Final competition. National champions compete in the
World Final.
Useful websites:
An excellent NZ book site
https://www.thesapling.co.nz/ The Sapling – conversations about children's books. We aim to find and air
conversations nobody has been able to have in the main media about children's books.
Many of our younger girls are obsessed with the Rainbow Magic fairy books. We try to guide them to
broadening their range. This is a website with some suggestions.
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/whats-happening/blogs/2018/february/what-to-read-after-rainbow-magic/

What’s happening in Term 2
The NZ Children’s Book Awards

Once again the school library is taking part in the HELL reading challenge. HELL Pizza sponsor the NZ
Children’s Book Awards. The Challenge is a well-established programme, successful in getting kids
reading and enjoying the pleasure of stories.
The children each get a pizza wheel and receive a stamp on the wheel for each book they read.
Once seven books have been read they can redeem their pizza wheel for a free 333 kids’ pizza at
HELL. Last year we stamped about 400 wheels which equals many books read and many free pizzas.
To find more information about the Challenge go to http://www.nzbookawards.nz/new-zealandbook-awards-for-children-and-young-adults/the-hell-reading-challenge/
The Scholastic Book Club
We are trialling the Scholastic Book Club next term. Children will get a Book Club pamphlet twice a
term. Parents will be able to order and pay online for the books which will be then delivered to
school. Many of the books are at discounted prices and are the latest published by Scholastic. The
library will benefit by earning free books and bonus points - this could mean an extra $1-2000 worth
of books for the library each year.
Please note that orders should not come to school, all orders and payment are online. All the
relevant information will be on the first pamphlet. Should you wish to know more about the book
club go to : http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/book-selection-tips/scholastic-book-clubs-gettingstarted

BIGAIR GYMSPORTS OWHIRO BAY WGTN
Cartwheels, Walkovers, Flips, Kongs, Handstands, Barrel Rolls, Handsprings - it’s all here
at Bigair Gym! Kids love learning a vast range of skills in Gymnastics, Trampolining,
Tumbling, Parkour and Cheerleading! We have classes to support children of all levels
and interests, and these classes are designed to increase children’s strength, flexibility,
balance, co-ordination and fitness. Children also learn extensive personal skills from
Bigair Gym Classes, including increased self-confidence, self-reflection, listening skills,
persistence, self-pride, increased self-esteem and so much more! These skills are so
important for our kids to learn.
Did you know that Bigair Gym also offer Birthday Parties? Bigair Gyms Term 2 Classes,
plus fun & active
School Holiday Programme are open for bookings NOW!
To find out more, please call our Bigair Gym Owhiro Bay on 3838779 or
email wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz

Island Bay United Holiday Football @ Wakefield Park
Monday 16th - Friday 20th April 2018
9am – 3pm $35 per day/$160 week
Bookings are now open for the April Football holiday programme. The holiday programme is open to all
kids aged 5 - 12 yrs and is run by Island Bay United's Coaching and Developing Manager, Martin Garcia

and his team of coaches. No previous football experience needed...we cater for all levels and
abilities.
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL - Registration is on the IBU Junior club website www.ibujuniors.org.nz. Email
queries to ibujuniorsevents@gmail.com

Sunshine Drama provides a creative and fun learning space that engages imaginative
minds, grows confidence & builds communication and performance skills. New Thursday
afternoon classes Start in Term 2. Contact: Jenae 0274380533 to arrange a free trial
class or visit www.sunshinedrama.co.nz to learn more about our classes.

The world’s most beautiful sport- Rhythmic Gymnastics. Free trial classes.
Rhythmic Gymnastics is a mix of dance and gymnastics. It develops strength, flexibility and handeye co-ordination through the use of apparatus – rope, hoop, ball, clubs and ribbon.
We still have spaces available in our recreational classes for term two. Come along and try out
our new badge programme. Your daughter will work through Levels 1 to 10 over time. We have
classes available from Mon to Sat, min. numbers apply. Our classes are in Thorndon, just
opposite the Botanical Gardens.
If your daughter loves to dance and is looking for something a little different, then come along to
a class and give it a try! Email info@rhythmicgym.nz to arrange a FREE trial.
For more information about Elements and our classes, visit www.rhythmicgym.nz

CodeCamp - April Holidays
Dates & Venues:
Samuel Marsden School: April 16th – 19th & 23rd – 27th April (Excluding 25th Apr – Anzac day)
Maranui SLSC, Lyall Bay: April 16th – 19th
Thorndon Primary School: April 16th – 19th & 23rd – 27th April (Excluding 25th Apr – Anzac day)
CodeCamp allows boys & girls from the ages of 7-12 to develop 21st century skills in a fun and
action packed environment. Develop confidence & initiative through design, creativity, solving
problems & collaboration. Create games, apps & work with robots and electronic building blocks.
Book Now at http://codecamp.co.nz/holiday-codecamp/

