Newsletter No. 15
What’s Coming Up
SEPTEMBER
Thurs 27: Arts Celebration Open day
Fri 28: Last Day of Term 3
Fri 28 – Moa Syndicate – ASB Sports Centre
OCTOBER
Mon 15: First day of Term 4
Wed 17: Tui swimming
Wed 17: City Gallery Trip – Rooms 9 and 10
Thurs 18: NZ Shakeout Earthquake drill
Fri 19: Electives begin, Years 5 – 8
Mon 22: Labour Day (School Closed)
Tues 23: Kapa Haka Festival
Tues 23: Wellington Heritage Week
Wed 24: City Gallery Trip – Rooms 11 and 12
Wed 24: Tui Swimming

Wednesday 26 September 2018
Welcome
A big Brooklyn School welcome to the
following students and their families –
Room 19: Kaelani Chonel-Lye
Room 6 – Murad Seyidzade
LOST PROPERTY BIN
Has your child lost a hoodie, jacket, hat or
lunch box? Our orange lost property bin is
overflowing with unnamed items. Please pop
into school before Friday morning and have a
look through the items. Any unclaimed items
will be given to charity.
This is also a friendly reminder to please
name all items of clothing and lunch boxes.

Below and left – Rooms 7 and 8 sketching in the community
gardens after their afternoon mindfulness in nature session.
A range of incredible charcoal sketches were produced of a
range of flora grown in our community gardens. The learners
loved the fresh air, scenery and learning about shade and
tone.

From the Principal
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
What a term it has been filled with loads of Art, Dance, Singing and Sports, just to name a few
amazing opportunities our students have experienced. We would like to thank Kathryn Harris
again for her amazing efforts in teaching and organising our ArtSplash and DanceSplash groups.
They were fabulous. There are a few photos later in this newsletter of both these performances.
Tomorrow we would like to invite you to our arts open day/evening. Here are the details:

Whānau Evening
Tonight we are holding our termly Whānau evening 5-6pm. Matt Breach has sent out invitations, if
you are intending to come please email Matt on breema@brooklynprimary.school.nz
Staffing Update
Last week Tom Boekhorst let us know he had won a specialist role in teaching design thinking and
digital technologies at Raroa Intermediate for 2019. Tom has been with us here at Brooklyn since
he was a student teacher in 2011 and digital technologies is Tom’s passion, as such we do wish
him well in this new role. Tom will be with us until the end of the year.
Bus Hub
It is great to see the bus hub finished and we look forward to having bus duty back by the library.
There is an update on the 17e service (please refer to the board of trustee’s update).
Brooklyn School 120th Anniversary - seeking photos and ex-pupils
2018 is the 120th anniversary of Brooklyn School on its current site. (The school originally opened in
1883 in Vogelmorn before being shifted to Brooklyn in 1898.)
This year also marks the beginning of a major re-development of the school.

The school is planning to celebrate this event and build up a pictorial history of the school. There
are many class photos in the archives but very few of the school buildings, grounds and pool. If
you have any school photos from the past, we would love to see them.
We would also like to contact ex-students from the area who would be willing to be interviewed
about their Brooklyn School experiences by our senior students.
Please contact me, Bridget Bridgman at bridbr@brooklynprimary.school.nz or through the school
04 389 6758.

Save the date!
The Brooklyn School fundraising quiz night 2018 is coming up on
Saturday 17th November at The Brooky. Tickets will go on sale in
Term 4 but lock that babysitter in now. If anyone has any skills or
services or products to donate towards our auctions or raffles
please contact Glen Burdon
at glen.burdon@brooklynprimary.school.nz or Debs Burson
at debra.burson@brooklynprimary.school.nz. We look forward to
seeing you at an incredible childfree night of knowledge, laughs
and community spirit.
Thanks
The Brooklyn 2018 quiz team committee.

We would like to wish you all a safe and relaxing break and look forward to
welcoming you back in term 4 on 15 October with your sunhat. Remember if you need to
purchase a new one, these are available through the school office. We also have in stock house
coloured t-shirts if you need one of these too.

Our ArtSplash and DanceSplash groups
performed at the Micheal Fowler Centre last
week.

Principal Awards – 21 September 2018
Tui Syndicate
Rm 1: Ari Hargraves – For trying your best in reading and writing.
You are now an independent writer! Woohoo!
Rm 2:Aria Luna Latham – For always showing respect to everyone
at school.
Rm 3: Oliver Lamb – For taking his time to write a story. Oliver has
great ideas.
Rm 4: Ella Hunter – You have flourished during our arts inquiry and
have shown how you can express yourself creatively in many
different ways.
Rm 5: Theo Ehlert – For your awesome focus and decision making
in class. Mahi pai, keep it up!!
Rm 19: Piper Pointon-Gyde – For being such a kind, helpful person
to others in Room 19, and for a terrific start in writing and reading.
Kiwi Syndicate
Rm 14: Tove Mollenhauer – You have been so focused on your
inquiry project and are taking lots of risks trying so many new
things. Ka rawe!
Rm 15: Iris Brooks – Iris is a team player. She focuses on the task at
hand. A kind and thoughtful member of Room 15.
Rm 16: Casey-James Kerr – For his keen, can-do attitude in reading
– ka pai Casey –it’s so wonderful seeing your improvements.
Rm 18: Jialu Kong – For all the hard work you have put into your
Reading and Writing. You are making such good progress, so keep it
up! Ka pai Jialu!
Takahe Syndicate
Rm 6: Max Redmond – For participating confidently in new learning
situations. Ka pai Max.
Rm 7: Em J – For your awesome work ethic and showing empathy
to others.
Rm 8: Maia Hills – This week you stood up for someone in your
team who needed help. That takes guts and courage. Very proud of
you!
Rm 13: Lily Hovey – You are thoughtful, focused and show excellent
persistence and problem solving skills in all your learning.
Moa Syndicate
Rm 9: Eve Allen – For putting in 110% effort in her learning. Eve,
you are a kind and creative student and we loving having you in
class! Ka pai Eve, tau kē!
Rm10: Amelia Fogg – For always going one step further to make
sure she is doing everything to the best of her ability. She is kind,
inclusive, hardworking and a great role model. Kia mau ki te mahi
pakeke.
Rm 11: Caoimhe Brennan – For demonstrating niwha by persisting
with difficult tasks in her learning. Caoimhe never gives up!!
Rm 12: Connie Chang – Kau mau te wehi Connie, for putting in the
extra effort towards all your mahi, especially in Te Reo. EHA RA
TAKU TOA, HE TAKITAHI, HE TOA TAKITINI

Board Update – September 2018
Building Project
The Ministry of Education and the contractor are finalising the plans and execution of the project. We expect to be
able to provide a further update as soon as the contract is confirmed. We hope that work will commence early in
Term 4 with the Hall and new exit from the Library being the first stages scheduled. These should be completed in
April 2019, at which time the Takahe Block will start.
The Board is excited by the progress and acknowledges the support and commitment from the Ministry of Education
in getting the project this far.
We also want to acknowledge the uncertainty that many staff and parents are feeling about the transition to Flexible
Learning Environments (FLE). Recently many of the Board and Syndicate Leaders visited Newtown School and saw
their recently completed buildings. It was very useful to see their completed and furnished spaces and we are
feeling very excited about our new areas.
We have organised an Open Evening early next term 4 (date to be confirmed) for parents to visit Newtown School to
see for themselves what FLE classrooms are.
Board Succession
Board elections are due to occur mid next year, subject to any changes the Government makes as part of their
review of Tomorrow Schools. A number of Board members have indicated they will not be standing as their children
have, or will be, leaving Brooklyn School to go to college. We would encourage parents consider running next year
as a way of contributing to the school community.
As part of its succession planning, and to provide valuable skills for the building project, the Board agreed to second
parent Mike Brown onto the Board until the next election. Mike currently runs the Planning Team at Wellington
Airport – which involves management responsibility for the Airport’s growth and Resource Management Act
planning- and is also a barrister and solicitor. We believe Mike will bring valuable skills and experience to the Board.
Mike, Liz Rhodes and Mary-Ann Butterfield will form a Property Subcommittee of the Board to work with the
Ministry of Education, Project Manager, Architects and Contractors on our project.
Landscaping
Following further meetings with interested parents, the Board has now commissioned detailed plans for the
landscaping of the existing tree area and its interface with the AstroTurf and basketball courts, as these are largely
unaffected by the rebuild. The project will involve the conversion of a small portion of the basketball courts to
productive garden, but believe the creation of more green space, without compromising the functional use of the
court will provide a fantastic new recreation and learning space for the school.
The funds raised from the last two school fairs will be used for this project; however, we will be seeking grants and
doing fundraising for further stages of the work. Applications are being made to the Vogelmorn Foundation and
Lion Foundation.
Bus Changes
The Board received a number of concerns and queries about the new Bus Hub and morning 17e service to the CBD
that drops the children on Ohiro Road rather than the Hub. The Board is pleased to see that the Bus Hub has now
been completed and the 8.25am 17e service will go via the Bus Hub starting next term to allow the children to safely
transfer. Thank you to those parents and the Greater Brooklyn Residents Association for their work on this issue
We welcome your feedback. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact us by email or via
the School Office.
bot@brooklynprimary.school.nz
Our next meeting is scheduled for 7.00 pm Thursday 1 November in the Staff Room.
Board of Trustees: Dan Ormond (Chairperson), Liz Rhodes (Principal), Mary-Ann Butterfield, Debbie Chitty, Chandra
Littlewood, Nick Simcock, Mark Vivian and Glen Burdon (Teacher Representative).
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Above - Congratulations to both Milan Kanji and
Jake Baker who were selected from hundreds of
boys in the Wellington region for the U13 A
hockey squad. They will go to represent
Wellington at the National Hockey Tournament in
early October being held in Nelson. Both boys
have been training extremely hard not only for
their rep commitments but also their individual
clubs they play for. Congratulation and good luck
for the tournament.
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Above - On Wednesday 19th of September, 31
Year 3/4 students participated in a ‘get girls into
Futsal’ tournament. The girls had an absolute
blast and the parents who supervised on the day
were most impressed with their enthusiastic
support of each other, perseverance and
keenness to give the sport a go. Thank you to Jeff,
Gail, Pete, Dave and Hannah who supported with
transport and supervised a team on the day and
to Raewyn, Jonathan, Bridget and Katie who also
helped with transport.

Howzatt!!! Registrations for Junior Cricket are OPEN (closing 5 October).
Brooklyn Junior Cricket Club welcomes girls and boys of all abilities to join us to have fun, develop friendships, and
grow skills over the 2018/2019 season. Junior cricket takes players in school years 1-8 and the club is able to provide
all gear and equipment. Cricket also provides parents a great opportunity to meet others - or even get involved in
coaching or umpiring. We warmly invite you to join our rapidly expanding club – to take advantage of the opportunity,
or to find out more visit www.bjcc.co.nz.
Girls Cricket Sunday League
This fast and fun Sunday league is for girls of all abilities in school years 4-8. It will provide a great introduction to the
game, and further develop skills for those girls already playing on Saturdays.
This will be a fun league for players and parents - with only six Sunday games between November and March. All
games will be played with a soft ball, and all players get to bat and bowl. To find out more, contact Geordie Tsourgas
on 027 4038 903.

Brooklyn School Underwater Hockey - September Tournament
Brooklyn School’s Underwater Hockey squad played in the out in Naenae last Saturday 15/09/18. We took a large single
team out to the Wellington Underwater Hockey Association (WUHA) tournament and Brooklyn won another gold medal in
which nine teams played. An excellent effort for and from all the players and MVP went to Tom C.
Well done to Hamish, Cameron, Dominic, Daniel, James, Phoebe, Joshua, Keira, Gabriel, Jarvis, Joshua, Mathew & Eleni –
who came and played to “give it a go”.
A special mention of great sporting spirit needs to be made of Jess, Moana, Eve, Clare & Louis. While they played for
Brooklyn, they also supported another school team. Plimmerton were short of players and - since we had a large number
of players - they played for Plimmerton too. They supported a relatively new and under strength Plimmerton team, and
played well, so much so that Moana ended up being nominated as Plimmerton’s MVP).
A great weekends effort across the board and we look forward to the October tournament.
Carl Savage & Samantha Seath - Brooklyn School Underwater Hockey Coordinators

Summer Fun in the Sun! (Yrs 1-4) Tuesdays 3:05pm – 4:05pm
Come and try Athletics, Touch Rugby, Tball and Ultimate Frisbee. It’s a great way to try new sports, learn new skills and
improve ability. We use games & drills to teach game sense and team play. Learn the fundamental skills for all sports –
throwing, running, jumping, striking, balance and many more – all while having a great time!

Above - Phemie Baker is a member of
Brooklyn St John in pairs and are assessed
on various skills - including first aid,
caregiving, safety and improvisation in an
Penguins (age 6 to 8 years) and in the weekend competed in the Wellington District Competitions. They work
emergency. Phemie along with partner Jet
came first in 4 of the 6 categories and won
the overall prize "Champion Penguin Pair".

