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Wednesday 21 February 2018
What’s Coming Up
MARCH
Monday 5th – Friday 9th
Moa Camp
Wednesday 14th – Friday 16th
Takahe Camp
Tuesday 20th
School Athletics (postponement 26 March)
EASTER HOLIDAY
Friday 30th March – Tuesday 3rd April
School closed

Some pictures from the Moa Camp in Teapot Valley

Welcome New Students
From the USA we welcome Isa & William Mandarino
in Years 8 & 6
Nau mai o te kura Brooklyn – Welcome to Brooklyn School

APRIL
Thursday 5th
Appetites Fundraiser 7pm School Hall
Monday 9th
Vision Screening Programme Year 7
Tuesday 10th & Wednesday 11th
School Photos
Friday 13th
Last Day Term 1
Monday 30th
First Day Term 2

From our Principal
Naumai e te whanau o te kura Brooklyn
Tena koutou katoa
We are half way through Term 1 already; you
can feel the change in seasons in the
morning. What a gorgeous summer we have
had, Wellington was the sunniest city.
Today’s weather is a reminder of what we
have been missing out on and again we
would like to remind you about parking
around the school, especially on wet days.
Please could you refrain from using the
Washington Ave-Dorking Road intersection as
a turning area while the pedestrian crossing is
being used by our road patrol. This clogs up
the traffic in all directions!
The Moa syndicate are enjoying their time
away at Teapot Valley Camp this week.
Today they are walking part of the Abel
Tasman Park and the weather is looking
favourable. A reminder that they arrive back
on Friday at 5.45pm.
The Takahe syndicate are preparing for their
camp at Palm Grove next week, there are a
lot of team building activities going on
around the school. Again we would like to
thank parents who have offered to help with
camp. We really do appreciate it.
Landscaping Masterplan Meeting
The board of trustees have engaged a
Landscape Architect Sarah Poff to help us
with our landscaping master plan. Sarah is
running a consultation meeting with the staff
and the community. The community
consultation will be on Monday 26th March 78pm in the school staffroom.
You may be already aware the first area up
for development is the tree area above the
basketball court. We will be using the money
raised from the Fair.
We will be sharing the ideas online after the
community consultation evening.

School Athletics
We are looking forward to our whole school
athletics; this will be held at Newtown Park
on Tuesday 20 March. Our postponement
date is Monday 26 March. We encourage
the children to come along in their house
colours. If you are wanting to purchase a
Brooklyn house t-shirt, these are available
through the school office
Kiwi Competitions for Y5-8 Students
Once again this year the University of
Canterbury is offering the Kiwi English,
Mathematics and Science competitions for
Primary, Intermediate
and Secondary
schools. The Kiwi competitions are written by
New Zealand teachers for New Zealand
students and are based on the New Zealand
curriculum. The online competitions will be
run in the last 3 weeks of Term 2. All
participating students will be awarded a
certificate and prizes will be awarded to top
students in each year group. The cost for a
student to participate is $8.50 per
competition entered. These competitions are
for year 5-8 students. There will be a notice
going out regarding this opportunity in a
couple of weeks.
Brooklyn School Fundraiser-Appetites
In the last newsletter there was a flier about
our next event called Appetites (as in
Appetite’s for reading) held here at Brooklyn
School. This is a fabulous evening where
authors speak on the theme of Appetites
and we are lucky enough to have Kathryn
Ryan as our MC. There is also an opportunity
to purchase books from the authors on the
night. If you belong to a book group, this
could be your next outing. Please do bring a
group of friends along. It really is an
enjoyable evening. Tickets are $25 (includes
refreshments), these are available through
the school office. We will use any monies
raised for reading books.
Reminder - Easter Break
The Easter break is coming up in Week 9. We
would like to remind you school will be
closed on from Good Friday until Easter
Tuesday. We will re-open as usual on
Wednesday 4 April.

Principals Awards – Friday 2 March

Tui Syndicate
Room 1: Ianto Mann – having a great attitude at school and
always trying his best.
Room 2: Oli Henson – for playing fairly and kindly with
everyone.
Room 3: Toby Condick – for taking risks in his learning when
he is unsure.
Room 4: Tristan Tiatia – for listening carefully and giving his
best effort.
Room 5: Xavier Clarke – for the fantastic focus and mahi
that you show in class.

Kiwi Syndicate
Room 14: Otis Bridgman – you always show great
sportsmanship and are a supportive, respectful classmate.
Tino pai.
Room 15: Claudia McNamara – for your awesome learning
attitude; you are enthusiastic and love to take risks. Keep it
up!
Room 16: Brendon Beauchamp – for making great decisions,
completing work to a high standard and helping others in
class.
Room 18: Edmund Le Masurier – for being a positive and
enthusiastic student who is enjoying all the challenges that
come his way! A real pleasure to teach!

Takahe Syndicate
Room 6: Ava Tsourgas – for her positive attitude. Ava your
smile is infectious.
Room 7: Torben Whittle – for stepping up as a Year 5 leader
during Takahe camp activities and sports. He is always
inclusive of others and enthusiastically takes up new
challenges.
Room 8: Rosa Burton – your enthusiasm for our World War
1 work is infectious. Passion for learning is powerful! Keep
doing it!
Room 13: Harini Nimmagadda – for demonstrating
compassion in our class. You are thoughtful, caring and very
helpful.

Moa Syndicate
Room 9: Brooke Assur – for always demonstrating manaaki
in everything you do. You are a wonderful friend and class
mate!
Room 10: Rebecca Lichtner – for constantly demonstrating
high levels of manaaki and tapatahi. You care about
everyone and always go out of your way to help people out.
Thank you so much!
Room 11: Ashleigh Gore – for demonstrating niwha by
sticking to tasks to complete them to a high standard.
Room 12: Daniel Jones – for demonstrating niwha towards
all of his learning.

Photos
Available
Next
Week

Stacy Gregg

Kelda Hains

Children's Author

Chef and Co-owner of Nikau Café and Rita

Dave Armstrong

Ruth Paul

Playwright, Screenwriter

Children's Picture Book Author and Illustrator

Alexandra Tidswell

Kathryn Ryan - MC

Author of Historical Fiction

Radio NZ Host

Speaking on the subject of

Appetites

Thursday 5 April 2018
7pm for 7.30pm start
Brooklyn School Hall
Washington Ave, Brooklyn
Cash Bar | Spot Prizes | Raffle | Book Sales and Signing
Complimentary Tea | Coffee and Nibbles
Tickets $25
Tickets available at the school office paying by EFTPOS, cash or cheque
Thanks to all sponsors and supporters
Judy Nicolls - Bayleys Real Estate
Principal Sponsor

Support Brooklyn School

Board Update - February
Board
As indicated in our November update, Dan Ormond has been appointed the Chair of the Board of Trustees.
Dan has a son in Year 7 at the school. Retiring Chair Mary-Ann Butterfield will continue as a trustee until
the end of the next Board election in mid-2019. She will continue to oversee the building development on
behalf of the Board. Once again, the Board would like to acknowledge the immense contribution that MaryAnn has made not only to the Board, but also to the wider school community, over a number of years.
One of the Board’s goals for this year is to ensure a smooth transition at the next Board election so if
anyone is considering running to become a Parent Representative next year and would like further
information on the role, or how to become involved, feel free to contact us.
Government Priorities
You will have seen a lot of media coverage of the new Government’s proposed education reforms. Many of
these are still to be developed, and until the details are released we do not know what they will mean for
Brooklyn School. However, one change we do have details on is the removal of National Standards in
reading, writing and maths. We will still be reporting to parents, at least twice a year, on their child’s
progress and achievement across the curricula. We will be reporting across the school at the end of term 2
and at the end of term 4.
Building Project
The detailed design is now complete; however, the final quantity surveyors report and building consent are
not yet complete. Therefore, we will not be starting in April as hoped. We still expect that construction will
start by mid-year, and we will keep you updated. As outlined at the Information Evenings the project will be
phased to help minimise disruption to the teaching programme. The phases are:
 Stage 1: The extension to the existing Hall and an additional exit for the Library
 Stage 2: Takahe Block increased by the equivalent one classroom creating innovative learning
environments
 Stage 3: Replacing the current Kiwi Village (the classrooms closest to Harrison Street) with a new
block.
 Stage 4: Remediation of the Administration Block.
Landscape Masterplan
Following the workshops last year on the building redevelopment the Board agreed to get a landscape
masterplan done. We have contracted Sarah Poff to do this. Sarah has previously worked with a range of
Wellington schools, early childhood centres and the Wellington Zoo. She has completed a scoping
document and will be holding a workshop with interested parents on 26 March at 7-8pm.
Fundraising
Thank you everyone who completed the fundraising forms. We will be working on identifying our priorities
at the next Board meeting. However, we want to highlight the upcoming Appetites Evening to be held
Thursday 5th April – this is a fantastic evening and one of our major fundraisers for the school. The last
evening raised over $3,500 for the Library and Tui reading resources.
Vogelmorn Park Bike Track
The Board is excited to be support this fantastic community project being led by Ridgeway/Brooklyn
parents. Construction is now underway. To support the project's next stage visit http://bit.ly/2GrlRdd for
details.
We welcome your feedback. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact us by
email bot@brooklynprimary.school.nz or via the School Office.
Our next meeting is scheduled for 7.00 pm Tuesday 20 March in the Staff Room.
Board of Trustees: Dan Ormond (Chairperson), Liz Rhodes (Principal), Mary-Ann Butterfield, Debbie
Chitty, Chandra Littlewood, Nick Simcock, Mark Vivian and Glen Burdon (Teacher Representative).

Farewell Maina
Last week we said farewell to our literacy support
teacher Maina Huckstep – who has retired after
27 years at Brooklyn School.
Thank you Maina for your dedication and
commitment to all the children you have worked
with.
And we all wish Maina the very best for the next
phase in her life.

We have a Year 7 & 8 boys cricket team competing in the New Zealand Primary Schools
Cup competition. We will play nearby schools in Term 1, with winning teams advancing
through to the regional finals. The six regional winners from around the country are
invited to the national finals being held in Term 4. The national finals consist of
Twenty20 cricket played in a round robin format.
The team is: Cameron Bartle, Dominic Heitger, William Ormond, Ryan Tsourgas,
William Julian, Ollie Luey, Paddy McBride, Ben Ballantyne, Andre Lee Joe, Luc Liu
Thanks to the Geordie Tsourgas & Craig Ballantyne for supporting the boys & good luck
for your games

POETRY by Room 16
“FEELINGS”
Angry
Angry lives in a deep dark cave.
Angry drinks blood.
Angry eats fire and people.
Angry likes kids and bigger kids but he doesn’t want any tough guys around.
By Sydney
Adventurous
Adventurous lives in the Amazon in an old bear cave.
He eats fresh blueberries and drinks fresh stream water.
He works nowhere.
He has a pet spider monkey.
He loves animals and making new
friends.
He wears old animal fur.
If you see him say ‘hi’!
By Finnian
Happy
Happy eats rainbow cupcakes, pink love heart cookies and yellow cakes.
Happy drinks rainbow sparkling water.
Happy lives in a rainbow cottage. Happy works at a candy factory.
Happy has three children named: Alice, Isabel and David.
Happy has two sisters and a brother.
Happy has seven cousins.
Happy has rainbow hair.
Happy has a lot of friends and she can’t even count all of them!
By Bailey
Proud
Proud lives in a two storey house with a well planted garden. In her bedroom there is a dresser next to the
mirror which she hangs certificates, medals, ribbons and much more.
Her friends are Happy and Excited.
Proud eats candy floss for breakfast, biscuits that look like medals for lunch with a sandwich, a salad with
pasta is her dinner. She works at a school because she loves to see kids feeling proud of their
achievements.
Proud’s wish is to live in a cloud world.
Proud says that if you keep on trying you will achieve your goal.
Proud’s sister is Joy.
By Laila

Registrations for Years 5-8 are now open for 2018 Netball season

Forms and payment are to be returned to the class teacher by
Friday 9th March
The season starts Saturday 12th May
Any queries to netball.at.brooklyn@gmail.com

If you’d like to be involved in the project
in some other way – we have a
.
launch event to organise, bikes to assemble, and more – we’d love to hear
from you. Email ridgwaybot@gmail.com for more information

Give it a Go – Girls Rugby
Western Suburbs Junior Rugby Club is running free introduction to rugby sessions for Year
5-8 girls at Ian Galloway Park, Sunday March 11 and 18 at 3pm. Learn the basics with other
girls, and see if you like it. For more details visit http://www.wests-junior-rugby.org.nz/,
contact Kirsty on 021 429 212, Stu on 027 471 6787, or just turn up on the day.

MOGMUSIC
Private tuition available in
PIANO, RECORDER, GUITAR & UKULELE
Places available now.
All lessons held at MOGMUSIC studio in Brooklyn.
Please phone MOGGIE GRAYSON 3848-213 to book in.
$20 will be donated to the school for each new enrolment.
Places available for this term.

$500.00 for our School
Last year in the Wellington region there was an overwhelming success in schools who
promoted the $500.00 flyer in their School and Community.
A $500 School Sponsorship Voucher will be awarded for each customer that mentions
Brooklyn School and this offer when taking out a Home Loan of $250,000 or more ( terms
and conditions apply).

